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gratuitous correspondence upon this head, a/ter the 
treaty was concluded! The treaty bears date the 
gh of August, and must: have been conc'uded 
some days before that time. Mr. Webster's letter 
pears da‘e the 8th of Avgust—Lord Ashbuar- 
ton’s the 9th of August; and each letter concludes 
with a farewell, and a declaration that these letiers 
“elosed” their correspondence! Thus the minister 
had a natural occasion presented to him to revive 
the pretension of impressment, and was thereby 
saved from appearirg “‘officious” or ‘-inquisitive” 
upon the subject, as if is intended that the British 
governors in the West Indies shall appear when 
liberating American slaves. This proves that the 
Times newspaper was right as to impressment!: the 
stipulations for the African squadron show that it 
was equally right as to the ‘‘special articles” in Jieu 
ofthe right of search! And boih together prove 
tha! impressment, right of search, and this African 
squadron, hunting negroes in couples on the coast 
of Africa, are all part and parce! of the same thing 
—the degrading right of impressment, against which 
tbe Untied States went to war in 1812. 

This is enough to prove the British origin of 
these African articles, and the fallacy of the form 
in which they came before us. 

Mr. B. said, upon these expositions of facts and 
reasons, he trusted that no further opposition would 
be made to the call which he had submitted. He 
had aright to the information: the whole Ameri- 
can people hada rightto it. A treaty concetns 
the public, and the negotiators have no right to 
make chimney-corner work of it—to convert i! 
info a private affair—give and take what they 
please ; and keep no record—make no repor'—in- 
form the country nothing about it. This is the 
first time negotiations have been so conduc'ed in 
our country: let it be the las'! Let the rebuke be 
now administered which wil! prevent the repe'ition 
ofsuch reprehensible conduct im future. Onr ne- 
goliator seems to have acted without instructions 
from the President: the correspondence shows it, 
and he so declared it at Boston. He seems also 
toheve made no minutes of his proceedings. And 
now, if he is to make noreport to us, (a part of the 
treaty-making power,) there is an end to accounta- 
bility and responsibility on the great point of our 
negotiations with foreign powers. 

Mr. EVANS said it was not his purpose to dis- 
cuss the resolution; bat, as it was evident it would 
take up a considerable portion of time, ke hoped 
it would be postponed. He would suggest to the 
Senator from Virginia (Mr. Arcuer] the propricty 
of letting itlie over till to monow. 

Mr. ARCHER assenting, the resolution was 
postponed till to-morrow. 


THE CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRI. 
ATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the civil and diplo- 
malic appropriation bill was taken up as in com~ 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. EVANS stated that the committee had not 
proposed any amendments to this bill, although there 
was no appropriation in it for the coast survey. 
It was, however, only for appropriations of the cur- 
rent half year; and wken the general appropriation 








» bill for the fiscal year came up, any omissions 


could be supplied. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that, though the ap- 
Propriations in this bill were not higher than the 
estimates, yet there were two classes of appropria- 
lions in it, which looked to expenditures that ought 
to be’reduced. The estimates themselves were too 
high, and would lead io expenses larger than were 
Proper in the present state of the country. They 


Were those connected with our judiciary and the 


diplomatic relations. But, as this would be correct- 
edin ithe next bill, (and it was very desirous to 

ve thisone pass speedily,) he would make no 
mouon to amend, but merely state this fact in or- 
det to foreclose any inference that double the 
amount of those two classes of appropriations in 
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this bill was not thought tco bigh for the whole 


year. 

There being no proposition to amend the bill, it 
was reporied back to the Senate, ordered to be read 
a third time, was read a third time, and passed. 


ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTs. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem laid before the Senate 
a message from the President of the United States, 


e-vering the following communication from the 
Secretary of State: 


DEPARTMENT OF STaTz, 
Washington, Dec. 23, 1842. 

To the President: 

The Secretary of State—to whom the President has referred 
the resolution of the Senate of the 22d instant, in the following 
words: “That the President of the United States be requested 
to inform the Senate whether the late special minister from 
Great Britain to the United States made any proposition, infor 
mally or otherwise, to the negotiator on the part of the United 
Siates, for the assumption or guaranty of the State debts by the 
Government of the United States to the holders of said debts” 
has the honor to report tothe President, that the late special 
minister from Great Britain tothe United States made no prop- 
osition, informal or otherwise, to the negouator on the part of 
the United States, for the assumption or guaranty of the State 
debts by the Government of the United States tothe holders of 
said debis, 


DANIEL WEBSTER, 
On motion of Mr. ARCHER, and by unani- 
mous consent, the communication was ordered to 
be printed. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate the following communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States: 
To the Senate of the United Slates: 

I have received the resolution of the 22d inst, requesting 
me to inform the Senate of the nature and extent of the “infor: 
mal communications” which took place between the American 
Secretary of State and the British special minister, during the 
late negotiation in Washington city, on the “subject of the claim 
ofthe United States and Great Britain to the territory west of 
the Rocky Mountains;” and also to inform the Senate what 
were the reasons which prevented “any agreement on the 
subject at present,” and which made it “inexpedient to include 
that subject among the subjects of iormal negotiation.” 

In my message to Congress at the commencement of the 
present session, in adverting to the territoiy of the United 
States on the P cific, ocean, north of the 42d deg. of north lati- 
tude, a partof which is claimed by Great Britain, I recom- 
mended that, “in advance of the claims of individual rights to 
these lands, sound policy dictates that every effort should be 
resorted to by the two Governments to settle their respective 
claims;’”’ and also stated that Ishould not delay to urge on Great 
Britain the importance of an early settlement. Measures have 
been already taken, in pursuance of the purpose thus express- 
ed; and, under these circumstances, I do not deem it consistent 
with the public interest to make any communication on the 
subject. JONN TYLER. 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 23, 1842. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, and by unanimous 
consent, the communication was ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, (there being no 
further business before the Senate,) the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, having spent a short time therein, adjourned 
till Tuesday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, December 23, 1842. 
PRIVATE BILL DAY. 


This day and to-morrow were, some days since, 
set apart for the consideration of the business on 
the private calen‘ar; and it was also agreed to 
meet two hours earlier than usual on those two 
days. 

Toe SPEAKER accordingly called the Heure 
to order this morning at 10 o’clock; and at the de- 
votional exercises by the Rev. Mr. Tusron, one of 
the congressional chaplains, there were no! more 
than 20 members in attendance. 

The Clerk commenced the reading of the jour- 
nal of yesterday; but 

Mr. ARNOLD said there was important matier 
in the journal, which it would be better not to ap- 
prove without a quorum at least. He therefore 
suggested a postponement of the reading of the 
journal. 

Mr. J.C CLARK moved acall of the Houre, 
as he wished to see what gentlemen were abren! 
from the House when business required their a'- 
tendance. 

Mr. CUSHING moved an adjournment, (al- 
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though he should vote against it himself.) and on 
this he caijed for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, This motion had the double effect of re 
cording the names of gentlemen presen, and_of 
giving time for others to arrive. 

The yeas and nays having been taken, (during 
which the members in attendance increased,) the 
motion to adjourn was negatived—yeas 5, na s 51. 

Mr. COWEN moved that the call of the House 
be dispensed wiih. 

The motion was negatived. 

The question was then taken on seconding the 
call of the House; on which the vote wa:—54 ip 
the affirmative, and 40 in the negative; being still 
less than a quorum. 

Mr. BIDLACK said he wished to see the differ- 
ence between profession and practier; and, there- 
fere, he called upon the Clerk to state whal aume- 
ber of gentlemen voted to change the hoar of 
meeting from 12 to 10 o’elock. 

Mr. CUSHING said the vote was taken by tel- 
lers, and, therefore, the names of the gentiemon 
who voted in the majority could not be given. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that the committees 
be called for reports. 

Tne SPEAKER replied that no business could 
be entertained until a quorum was in attendance. 

A ‘ver some irregular conversation between sev- 
eral members, 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved that the 
now adjourn. 

Mr. BOARDMAN and others called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and resulted as fol- 
lows: Yeas 7, nays 109. 

The motion to adjourn was, therefore, negatived. 

It being now ascertained that a quorum was in 
attendance, the journal of yesterday was read, and 
approved . 

The SPEAKER then said the business in order 
was the bills on the private calendar; and, first, those 
bills wold be taken which were ready for a third 
reading, 

The following bills were then read a third time, 
and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Robert Ramsey. 

A bill for the relief of the owners, master, and 
crew of the schooner Martha, of Eastport, Maine. 

A bill for the relief of the owners, master, aad 
crew of the schooner Ced-hook, of Bluchill, Maine. 

A bill to refund to Charles Holt a fine imposed 
on him under the sedition law. 

A bill for the relief of George Hammell. 

A bill granting a pension to Isaac Plummer. 

A till for the relief of Major Thomas Harrison. 

A bill fur the relief of John Javins. 

A bill for the relief of John Farnham. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Hambleton. 

A bill for the relief of Levi Eldridge and others. 

A bill for the relief of the owners, master, and 
crew of the schooner Joanna, of Ellsworth, Maine. 

A bill for the relief of William Allen. 

A bill for the relief of Lloyd J. Bryan. 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Tompkins, 

A biil for the relief of Benjamin J. Totten. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Crawford. 

A bill granting to Captain James Lowe one 
thousand dollars and a section of land. 

A bill for the rélief of Leah Tenure, widow of 
Michael T-nure 

A bill for the relief of Ruth Mathiot. 

A bill for the relief of Carter B. Chandler. 

A bill for the relief of Henry Freeman. 

A bill for the relief of Sarah White. 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Byrd. 
A bill for the relief of Alice Usher. 
A bill for the relief of Eve Vandenburgh. 

A bill for the relief of Martha. Dameron, widow 
of Christopher Tompkins. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Dawkins. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Marsh, 

A bull for the relief of Joseph Bonnell. 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Hambright. 

A bill for the relief of Tirzah Hant. 

A bill for the payment oi seven companies of 
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Ger rgia militia for services rendered in the years 
1840 and 1841. 

A bill for the relief of David W. Haley. 

A bill for the relief of Allen Rogers. 

A bill for the relief of William G. Sanders. 

A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the schoorer Martha, (J. Nickerson.) 

A bi!l for the relief of the owners of the schooner 
Three Brothers, (George Dyer and others. ) 

A bill for the relief of Gorham A. Worth, one 
of the -nreties of Samuel Edmonds, deceased. 

A bi for the relief of William Gale. 

A bill tor the relief of Robert T. Norris. 

A bil! for the relief of Teakle Savage, adminis- 
trator of Bolitha Laws. 

A bil for the relief of Charles Gordon, of Bel- 
fas', owner of the schooner Two Sons, and the le- 
gal representatives of the crew of said vessel. 

A bill for the relief of Orin Prentiss, of Sioning- 
ion, Connecticut, owner of the schooner Lily, and 
the crew of raid vessel. 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Champlin and 
others, owners of the schooner Baffalo. 

A bill for the relief_of Joseph Holmes and 
others, owner and legal representatives of the crew 
of the schooner Industry. 

A bill for the relief of John A. Smith. 

A bill for the reliel of Edwin Bartlett, late con- 
su! of the United States at Lima, in Peru. 

A bill for the relief of the administrator of John 
Jackson 

A bili for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Robert T Spence. 

A. bill for the relief of Peter Lionberger. 

A bill for the relief of John R. Delany. 

A bill for the relief of Joceph W. Newcomb. 

A bill for the relief of Sylvia Underwood, mother 
of Lieutenant Underwood, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of James Mount. 

A bill for the relief of Susan Brum. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Harris. 

A bill for the relief of Robert Layton’s children. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Elder. 

A bill for the relief of the widow of Captain 
William Royall, deceased, (Mrs. Ann ) 

A bill for the relief of Prudence Couch. 

A bill for the relief of Anna Jones. 

A bill for the relief of Maria M. Brooks. 

A bill for the relief of Asa Davis 

A bill for the relief of David Akinson. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Neely. 

A bill for the relief of James Sweetman. 

A bill for the relef of Lyman N, Cook. 

A bill for the relief of Gideon A. Perry. 

A bill for the relief of John F. Wiley. 

A bill for the relief of John Hicks. 

A bill for the relief of George Waddell. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Lord. 

A bill for the relief of Caspar W. Wever. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Rush. 

A bill for the relief of James M. Morgan. 

A bill for the rehef of John Drysdale. 

A bill for the relief of Garret Vieit. 

A bijl for the relief of Elisha Moreland, William 
M. Kennedy, Robert J. Kennedy, and Mason E. 

Lewis. 

A bill for the relief of S. D. Rose et al. 

A bf for the relief of Barent Stryker. 

A bill for the relief of John Wharry. 

A bi!l for the relief cf Mary McGee and Susan 
Pierce, heirs at law of George Neilson. 

A bill to revive an act entitled “An act for the 
relief of Jobn Davlin.” 

A bill for the relief of Samue) Billings, owner 
of the fishing schooner Lurana. 

A bill for the relief of the owners, officers, and 
crew of the armed brig Warrior, or their legal 
representatives. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Evans. 

A bill for the relief of Joshua Drew. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Copeland. 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Parker. 

A bill for the relief of George P. Pollen and 
Robert Colgate. 

A bill for the relief of Isaac and Thomas J. 
Winslow. 

A bill for the reli-f of Burr and Smith. 

A bill for the relief of Alexander H. Everett. 

A bill allowing a pension to George Roase. 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


A bill for the relief of Etizabeth Hillsman. 

A bill for the relief of Esther Augur. 

A bill for the relief of Wilmot Marsden. 

A bill for the relief of Abraham Vanhorn. 

A bill granting a pension to John Peak. 

A bill granting a pension to Israel Thomas. 

A bill granting a pension to Josiah Westlake. 

A bill for the relief of Dexter Hungerford. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Hover and Abel- 
ard Guthrie. 

A bill for the relief of Peters, Moore, & Co. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Cooke, jr., Robt. 
Anderson, and George Southall. 

A bi!l for the relief of Horace Witherell. 

A bill granting a pension to Rebert Poindexter 
of Kentucky. 

A bill for the relief of Ferdinand Leibert. 

A bill for the relief of James B. Sallivan. 

A bill for the relief of Benj. Treslow. 

A bill for the relief of Snow Y. Sears. 

A bill for the relief of John Gerard Ford. 

The question was then taken on the engrossment 
of the bill for the relief of the heirs of Robt. Ful- 
ton; which was agreed to: but it was not read a 
third time, obj-ctions being made. 

The following bills were ordered to be engrossed, 
and were read a third time, and passed: 

A bill granting a pension to Josech Watson, 

A bill for the relief of Solomon Emmerson. 

A bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to refund to David Watkinson & Co. a part of the 
duties imposed cn a certain quantity of tin and iron 
imported by them into the port of New York. 

A bi! to authorize the enrolment or register of 
the brig New Granada 

On leave given, Mr. WASHINGTON reported a 
bill from the Committee on Revoijaticnary Claims, 
for the relief of the heirs of Major General Baron 
De Kalb; which, on his motion, was referred to 
the Committee of (he Whole House, and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. 


Mr. GIDDINGS moved that the House resolve 
itselt into Committee of the Whole House on the 
private bills on the calendar which were ready to 
te committed. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Casry took 
the chair. 

The committee then acted on the following bills, 
which were severally laid aside to be reported: 

The bill for the relief of Charles B. Hall. 

The bill for the relief of Aquila Goodwin. 

The bill for the relief of John McCo'gsn. 

The bill for the relief of Jonathan E. Hustin. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of General Alexander Macomb and others 

The bill for the relief of Philip Renault. 

The bill for the relief of Nancy Terry 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Penhallow. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel M. Asbury. 

The bill for the relief of John P. Skinner aad 
the legal reprecentatives of Isaac Green. 

The bill for the relief of S Morris Waln. 

The bill for the relief of John Patten, jr., owner 
of the fishing schooner Credit, and master and 
crew of said vessel. 

The bill for the relief of Abner Lowell and 
others, owners of the fishing schoener William. 

The bi!l for the relief of Mary Williams, widow 
of Jacob Williams, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Joserh E!lery. 

The'bill for the re'ief of Lieutenant F.W. Smith. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Francis Pellicer, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of James S. Calhoun. 

The bill for the relief of Johnson Patrick. 

The hill for the relief of Cornelius Wilson and 
James Carter. 

The bill for the relief of William Ellery, ewner 
of the fishing schooner Sevo and Ida, and others. 

The bill for the relief of John H. Russell and 
others, owner, master, and crew of the fishing 
schooner Lucy Ann. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Bradstreet and 
Amos Tappan. 

The bill for the relief of Knott Martin and Ar- 
nold Martin the third, owners of the fishing schoon- 
er Only Son, and others. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph W. Reckless. 

The bill for the relief of Barnabas Baker and 
















others, owners of the fishing schooner called the 
= of Dennis, Pere 

e bill for the relief of the legal re 
tives of Henry Hoffman. ea 

The bill for the relief of Hugh Riddle, of y, 
city of New York. 

The bill for the relief of John 8. Kerving. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas King. 

The bill for the relief of Joshua Knowles, ;; 
and owners and the crew of the fisbing schoone 
Garnett. 

The bill for the relief of William Lomax. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representative; 
of Captain Samuel Shannon. 

_ bill for the relief of Elizabeth Whiteman 
an 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal Tep. 
resentatives of Major General the Baron de Kalb, 

On motii'n by Mr. COWEN, the commit 
rose and reported the bills to the House; when, the 
following, after having been ordered to be engrogs. 
ed for a third reading, were severally read a third 
time, and passed: 

The bill for the relief of Charles B. Hall, 

The bill for the relief of Aquila Goodwin, 

The bill for the relief of John McColgan. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep. 
resentatives of Major General Alexander Macomb, 
deceased, and others. 

The bill for the relief of John P Horton, 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of France's Pillecer. 

The bill for the relief of Philip Renault. 

The bill for the relief of Nancy Terry. 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Penhallow. 

The biil for the relief of Samuel M. Asbury. 

The bill for the relief of John P. Skinner, and 
the legal representatives of Isaac Green. 

The bill for the relief of S. Morris Walp. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Williams, widow 
of Jacob Williams, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Ellery. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
ofLieutenant F. W. Smith, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of James S. Calhoun. 

The bill for the relief of Johnson Patrick. 

The bill for the relief of Cornelius Wilson and 
James Canter. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph W. Reckless. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Hen:y Hoffman. 

The bill for the relief of Hugh Riddle, of the 
city of New York. 

The bi'l for the relief of John S, Kerving. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas King. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain Samuel Shannon, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of William Lomax. 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Whiteman. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Majer General the Baron deKalb. 

On motion by Mr. HOLMES, the reconsidera- 
ticn ordered of the bil! remitting the duties on the 
organ imported by the Episeepal church of Charies- 
ton, South Carolina, wastaken up; and, after some 
r-merks from Mr. H., was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr BIDLACK moved a reconsideraticn of the 
vote on bill No. 57], for the relief of Samuel M. 
As\ury, purporting to come from the Committee 
for ‘he District of Columbia. He thought the 
Hnse was preceeding with too little caution. At 
cording to his recollection, there had been two or 
three reperts against this claim, and none in favor 
of it, When a committee had reported favorably, 
be would not interfere. The motion to reconside! 
was rejected. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi moved that 
when the House adjourned, it should adjourn over 
to Tuesday next. 

Mr. GIDDINGS called for the yeas and nay! 
on the motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON modified his motion by stb 
stitoting Monday for Tuesday. 

Then yeas and nays were then ordered, when 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew his motion. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky renewed the oF 
ginal motion of Mr. T. to adjourn over to Tues 
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and called for the yeas and nays; which, be- 

ing ordered. resulted in yeas &0, nays 80. 

The Speaker voting in the affirmative, tae mo- 
jon was carried. 

Toe dill for the relief of John H. McIntosh was 
aken up on its third reading. 

Mr. TURNEY moved its recommittal to a 
yelect committee for investigation. 

Mr. LEVY hoped it would not be recommitted. 

Mr.W. B. CAMPBELL advocated i's recommit- 


al. 

Mr. LEVY went into some lengthy statemen's 
in defence of the claim, and in opposition to the 
motion tocommit. He was followed by Mr. W. 
gp. CAMPBELL, Mr. TURNEY, Mr. M. A. 
COOPER, and Mr. COWEN; when the bill was 
recommitied to a select committee of five members. 

mr. C. J. INGERSOLL submitted a resolution 
(which had been before repeatedly offered on 
preceding days) to pay the pages, officers of the 
House, &c., exira remuneration for the last ses- 
sion. 

Mr. BLACK and others objected, and the reso- 
iution was not received. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


Tue SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, in an- 
ewer to a resolution of the House of the 18th 
March, 1842, transmitting a statement relative to 
ihe judicial expenses of the Government, and the 
laws and usages under which the same are incur- 
red; also, the projetof a bill io fix, asceriain, and 
reguiate the fees all wed to cierizs, attorneys, mar- 
shals, Witnesses, and jurors ia the United States 
courts: referred to the Commitiee of Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. WARREN, the documents 
and papers relating to the claim of W. Faller 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


SECOND REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS. 

Mr. CROSS gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to bring ina bill to repeal the provisica by 
which the second regiment of dragoons is to be 
dismounted on the first of March next. 


LAND CLAIMS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON offered the following 
resolation, Which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a billto 
this House quieting the tiles to certain lands sold at Choc- 
chuuma and Columbus, Mississippi; which, after the definitive 
establishment of the boundary line between the Chickasaw 
ani Choctaw cessions, are found to be within the former ces- 


sion. 
JESSE HOYT'S ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. BOARDMAN offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopied: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Sane be directed 
to communicate to this House the amountof the defalcation of 
Jesse Hoyt, late collector of the port of New York; and also 
what means, if any, have been ajlopted for the recovery of 
thesame, together with the names of the sureties of said Hoyt. 


LIGHT-HOUSES. 
Mr. J. C. CLARK cffered the following te:ola- 


lion, Which (after a brief interval of objection) 
Was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
‘oinform the House whether any agent or agents (other than 
the regular and usual inspectors) have been employed during 
the past year in the examination and inspection of the light- 
houses; and if so, the names of such agents, tke instructions 
given, the persons employed under thein, the whole expendi- 
lure of such examination and inspection, the number of light- 
houses inspected, the time employed in such inspection, the re- 
port or reports of such agent or agents, the ammount of money 
wee the same, and tie fund irom which payment has been 


e, 

At this staze of the procee lings, a motion to 
adjourn was made by Mr BOWNE; but was, a'ter 
some conversational debate, withdrawn. 


COLLECTIONS AND EXPENDITURES AT 
NEW YORK. 


On motion of Mr. G. DAVIS, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury report to this 
Mouse the number, classes, and compensation of persons, re- 
wevely, in the employment of the Government in the port of 
New York on the Ist day of January, 1825, and also on the Ist 
oe January, 1842; and the amount of revenue collected in 


‘dat port for the two years immediately preceding these dates. 
PRIVATE CLAIM IN KENTUCKY. 
Mr. W. 0. BUTLER offered the following res- 
dlution; which was adopted: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of releasing D. & V. K. 
Rich, securities of J. F. Moore, deceased, late postmaster at 
Gaines Cross-Roads, in the State of Kentucky, from the pay- 
ment of a judgment by the district court of the United & ates 
for the district of Kentucky, for the sum of $108 53; and that 
all the papers on file in the Post Office Department relating to 
said claim be referred to said committee. 


STOCKBRIDGE INDIANS. 

Mr. W. A. FIARRIS said he would ask the fa- 
vor of the House to take up a bi!l reported by him 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs, for the re- 
lief of the Stockbridge tribe of Indians in the Ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin. 

The bill was then read. 


“Mr. BRIGGS objected to its further considera- 
tion. 


After some conversation, 


Mr. FILLMORE hoped he would withdraw the 
objection. 

Mr. HARRIS explained the design of the bill. 
It was precisely analagous to a bill which had 
been hitherto passed in relation to another tribe, 
and which had been found most salutary in its 
operation. This tribe of Indians was not only 
civilized, but in a great measure christianized; and 
their ardent desire was to be made citizens of the 
republic. There was, moreover, nothing of a specu- 
lating character about the present bill. 

fir. BRIGGS siill persisting in his objection, the 
report was read. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said that this bill proposed 
specially to naturalize the Stockbridge tribe of In- 
dians. Now, he would remind the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Harris] that the Constituton of 
the Uhited States only gave Congress the power to 
pass wriform laws of naturalization. (Many voices: 
“That refers to foreigners.”) Then, why pass the 
bill at all?) Is not the Indian a native American? 
{Laughter.] He wants no act of naturalization. 
{Laughter. ] 

Mr. HARRIS said he thought the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Roosevett] had conceived, 
and given to the House the worst kind of a Vir- 
ginia absiraction be had ever heard. [Laughter ] 

Tae question was then taken upon the engross- 
ment of the bill, and carried; and, by general con- 
sent, it was read a third time, and passed. 

JEU D’ESPRIT. 

Mr. SNYDER submitted the following pream- 
ble and resolution, the reading of which was re- 
ceived with mach manifestation of merriment: 


Whereas Nature, in the plenitude of her wisdom, and bounti- 
ful bequest to the people of these United States, has decreed, by 
ita stupendous grandeur and beneficial results, some of her 
great works should remain unaltered, as emblems of her wis- 
dom and design. In her beneficence, she has interspersed every 
section of ourland with great navigable rivers, lakes, and 
tributary streams, purposely for the enjoyment and 
comfort of man: instance the matchless valley of the great 
Mississippi. Would it not be valueless, and perfect waste, 
without that noble river of its name?—the Western States use- 
less for agricultural purposes, without their navigable lakes? 
And what would Peansylvania Be, without her foaming Susque- 
hanna? Her iron, coal, timber, and. salt, would be a dead waste 
on her borders; her fertile soil, uncultivated, would now be used, 
as of yore by the aborigines—for a hunting-ground. May the 
opinion be here hazarded, that all these large rivers and lakes 
are the common property of the Government, free for all citi- 
zens to naviga’e, trade upon, or travel, as acommon highway; 
and that no State, for State or company purposes, has the right 
to obstruct the free passage thereof 7—even the occupant of its 
banks having no more right to the exclusive navigation or the 
use of the water, than the Louisianian, one thousand 
miles off; hut must remain as nature’s grand highway, and 
the General Government is bound to maintain it as such. 
Pennsylvania lived prosperously, enjoyed all the blessings of 
a kind Providence, uoti] about eighteen years since, when the 
Internal improvement of the State was commenced. Since 
then, by actof Assembly, eight or ten dams have been author- 
ized to be constructed acr ss that great highway of nature, 
the Susquehanna river, which has destroyed the ascending 
navigation for boats, and totally prevents the ascension of 
shad. Shad were caught in the northward country, and sold 
for from six to ten dollars a hundred; now, not one is to be 
seen. The loss of all kinds of fish is consequent upon 
those dams—a very serious injury to the people of that river 
which is three hundred mileslong. The shad are a logs to the com- 
munity at large, as countiess millions heretofore were hatched 
in its fresh-water streams, The health ofthe country is injured, 
the right of property taken from the citizen without his cousent, 
for internal improvement purposes; and Nature’s public high 
way to market (Philadelphia) by keel-bottom boats in the head 
of the river, is now destroyed, by reagon of dams; and the im- 
mense trade of the Valley of the Susquehanna, and a portion 
from the State of New York, is forced into State and company 
canals. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the constitutional right of Pennsylvania to author- 
ize the building of dams across the Susquehanna, to the injury 
of the natural rights of the great body politic, and report to 
this House. 


Mr. STANLY objected to the reception of the 
resolution. 
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A suspension of the rules was moved; but the 
House refused to suspend. 
BREAKWATER AT BLOCK ISLAND. 
Mr. TILLINGHAST offered the following res- 
olution, which was adopted: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of providing a shelter for vessels at Bloc’ Is 


land, either by constructing a breakwater or opening a harbor, 
and also as to the best means of effocting the object aforesaid. 


On motion of Mr. JAMES COOPER the Com- 
mittee of the Whole was discharged from the con- 
sideration of bill No. 212, and the same was read a 
third time and passed. 

Mr. ADAMS gave notice of his intention to 
move that, on Wednesday next, the House go into 
Committee of the Whole on claims relating to 
French spoliations prior to 1800. 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills reported the 
general appropriation bill as correctly enrolled, 


and the Speaker signed the same. Immediately 
after which, 


The House adjourned. 


Mr. McKEON presented the petition of the in- 
surance companies in the city of New York, pray- 
ing for an appropriation for the improvement of 
the Mississippi and Missouri rivers: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CROSS, under the resolution adopted by 
the Mouse, referred to the appropriate committees 
the following cases, to wi': The petition of R. B. 
Hyde for a pension; the petition of the widow and 
heirs of Edward Duvall, and the petition of Ben- 
jamin Murphy, praying indemnities for losses 
sustained in consequence of [Indian depredations. 





IN SENATE. 
Turspay, December 27, 1842. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from Ralph 
V. M. Cross, and 344 others, citizens of the town 
of St. Charles and its vicinity; a petition from 
citizens of Grand Detour and its vicinity; 
aoda petition from Levi Ballou and 55 others, 
citizens of Babcock’s Grove, Dupage county, Il- 
linois, praying the establishment of a *tri-weekly 
four-horse post-coach mail-route from Chicago, by 
the Steam Mill settlement on the Des Plains river, 
Babcock’s Grove, in Dupage county, St. Charles, 
in Kane county, Sycamore, in De Kalb county, 
Broaddy’s Grove, and Jefferson Grove, to Grand De- 
tour, in said State; which, with the accompanying 
diagram, were referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, presented a letter and memorial from 
Uriah Brown, of Schuyler county, Illinois, praying 
an investigation by Congress of his right to the 
discovery of the plan by which ships of war may 
be blown up, by means of a current of galvanic 
electricity, to be discharged through submerged 
magazines of gunpowder; which, on bis motion, 
was referred to the Committee om Naval Affairs. 

Mr. YOUNG, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce bills of the 
following titles, to wit: 

A bill granting an additional quantity of land to 
the State of Iliinois, to aid in the completion of 
the Illinois and Michigan canal; 

A bill making further appropriations for the con- 
tinvation of the work on the Cumberland road in 
the Sates of Ohio, Indiana, and lilinois; 

A biil appropriating the rents of the United 
States lead mines in the State of Hlinois, and Ter- 
ritories of Wiskon+in and Iowa, fer the improve- 
ment of the navigation at the Rock river and Des 
Moines rapids, in the Mississippiriver; 
which were severally read twice, and referred to 
the Commitiee on Roads and Canals. 

And a bill making a further appropriation for 
the continuation of the public works, and rebuild- 
ing the light-house, at the hatbor of Chicago, in 
the State of Iilnois; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Commitice on Commerce. 

Mr. Y. also gave notice that be weuld, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to confirm 
ithe sales of the school lands in the State of Illi- 
nois. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a memorial from Ed- 
ward Worrell, M. D., alleging that he was unjustly 
selected as one of those who were to be disbanded 
from the service of the United States, under the 
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late Jaw for the disbandment of a portion of the 
army, and asking an inves'igation into the matter: 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented aj memorial from 
a number of citizens of Pennsylvania, asking that 
the fine imposed on General Jackson, by Judge 
Hall, might be refunded. The memoriatisis urge 
that Congress ought, unanimously, as if by accla- 
ma'ion, and without unnecessary delay, to restore 
to that great man, before he takes his departure 
from this to a better world, the fine so unjustly 
imposed on him : referred to tbe Judiciary Com- 
mittee, 


Also, presented a memorial from a number 
of citizens of Pennsylvania, complaining that the 
greatest wantof the country was the want of a 
proper currency, and proposing to the Government 
of the United States to issue stock or certificates 
of loan 'o the States to the amount of 2,000,000,000 
of dollars, founded upon the public domain, as af- 
fording a proper basis for a sound currency: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 


Also, presented a memorial from a number of 
eit zens of the city and county of Phiiadelphia, 
alleging that they were from the first opposed to the 
passage of the bankrupt law, because it interfered 
with pre-existing contracts; but that now, believ- 
ing that the mischiefs of the law were at an end, 
and that the law would be very useful in its pros- 
pective o,erations, pray that it may be continued: 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented six memorials, 
numerously signed, from the city of New York; 
also from Syracuse, Rochester, and Penn Yan, 
in the State of New York; and one from Philadel- 
phia; all remonstrating against the repeal of the 
bankrupt law. Mr. T. said he had no doubt, if 
time were given, that memorials of a similar char- 
acter would be poured in upon the Senate from all 
parts of the Union. He had received letters from 
mapy of the States, giving the decided opinion that 
a great portion of the community everywhere were 
in favor of the law, and expressing the earnest 
hope that it would not be repealed. These writers 
anxiously inquire as to the prospect of a repeal, 
and the terms of that repeal, i{ such a bill should 
succeed. 


Mr. T. said that these letters were so numerous, 
jt was impossible for bim to answer them individ- 
ually, even if he possessed the information they 
d: sired. He would, therefore, take this cecasion to 
say that he indulged a hope that, on mature reflec- 
tion, a majority in Congress would be willing to 
preserve the law, with such modifications and 
amendments as should be deemed necessary to re- 
move any objectionable features in it. Mr. T. said 
he considered ita duty enjoined on Congr. ss by 
the Constitnion, to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy ; and that to repeal this law without an 
effort to amend it, would be a dereliction ef duty 
which he would not anticipate. He would not as- 
sume that a power yielded by the States to Con- 
gress, f rthe mere purpose of uniformity, was not 
to be exercised by Congress, because it would not ; 
nor by the States, because they could not exercise 
it. The principal objections which were originally 
urged against the bill are now obviated. One was 
iif Operation On past contracts: that is now re- 
moved; another was, that there was not suf- 
cient judicial force to execute the law. Ex- 
perience has shown there is no difficulty on 
that score. But Mr. T. said he did not intend, 
on this cecasion, to go into an argument on the 
subject. If, however, he should be disappoint- 
ed in his views of the action of Congress, and 
the law should be repealed, he could not persuade 
himself that a single member of this Senate would 
be willing to cut off any applications pending at 
the time of the repeal. He hoped the repeal—if it 
should take place—would be prospective; and tbat 
@ period some time hence would be fixed vpon for 
it to take effect. If there be any distinction be- 
tween those who have been already discharged, 
and those whose applications are now pending, it 
is in favor of the latter. They have struggled 
along, and omitted to apply, in the hope that they 
would be saved the necessity; and now, to cut them 
off, after others have been discharged, would be 









cruel in the extreme. Be hoped and believed no 
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such injustice would be done. 

The memorials were referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memoria! from Phil- 
adelphia, on the subject of the bankrupt law. The 
letter accompanying it says that the memorial was 
signed by forty firms cf that city—the names of 
twenty of whom he knew himself. Mr. B said 
this petition was opposed to the repeal of the act, 
but wished Congress to amend, and make it a 
bankrupt system. One of the points of objection 
to the law was, that it was unjust and uncoustitu- 
tional, because it absolved the debtor from all his 
obligations entered into long before the enactment 
of the Jaw was even contemplated. The letier 
states that two-thirds of the merchants and nine- 
teen-twentieths of the people telieve that the banks 
which issue bills should be included within the 
provisions of the law: referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a memorial from the 
city of New York, asking that the bankrupt law 
may not be repealed, but assigring reasons why it 
should be continued, with certain modifications 
therein set forth: referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, 

Mr. BERRIEN took occasion to say, that so 
far as his information extended, there was a 
mere strong and decided expression of public 
opinion in favor of the continuance of the law, 
under certain modifications, ‘han there was for 
its repeal, Something more than 50,000 persons 
had petitioned upon the subject of the law at the 
last sessjor; of whom, lessthan 3,000 were in fa- 
vor of its unconditional repeal; 40.000 asked for 
its continuance; and the residue of the 50.000 
asked for itssuspension, modification, end repeal. 

Mr. McROBERTS presented a petition from a 
number of citizens of Iinois, asking Congress to 
pass a law for the occupation and settlement of the 
Oregon Territory, and that actual grants of land 
be made toseitlers as an inducement to seitlement: 
laid on the table, to accompany the bill. 

On motion of Mr. BATES, it was ordered that 
the petition and papers of Rufus and Charles 
Lane, asking for fishing bounty, be taken from 
the files of the Sena'e, and referred tothe Commit- 
tec on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Reuben E Gentry, William Monroe, znd 
others; which was read twice, and referred tothe 
Committee on Indian Affairs —~ 

On motion of Mr. KING, it was ordered that the 
petition of the heirs of William Fisher, asking for 
the confirmation of a certain land claim, found- 
ed ona Spanish grant, be taken from the files of 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. KING, it was ordered that the 
petition of Samuel Thompson be taken from the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was ordered that 
the petition and docaments relating to the claim of 
F. A. Kerr, for compensation and for supplies fur- 
nished indigent Indians, be taken from the files, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs; 
and also that the petiti-n of George Duval,a 
Cherokee, for indemnity for losses sustained, be 
taken from the files, and referred to the same com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a memorial from Doctor 
Gunton, President of the Bank of Washingtcn, 
asking that Congress would pass a law extending 
the charter of that institution: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a document 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
on the subject of surveys of lands; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from a 
large number of citizens of Southwestern Pennsyl- 
vania, askirg for the repeal of the bankrupt law. 
Mr. S. said the law was peculiarly unpopu'ar in 
this section of the country, which might be judged 
of from the reading of an extract from the letter 
enclosing the petition; which said, that if petitions 
were circulated there, ninety-nine out of every one 









hundred would readily sign for the repeal; thy 
they believe it was the worst law ever passed } 
Congress; and that it had done more to demoraliz, 
the country than any act ever passed: referred 
the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memoria! from ¢e;. 
tain inkabitants of Brooklyn, remonstrating agains 
the repeal of the bankrupt law, as far as its pros. 
pective operations are concerned, and recommen. 
ing certain modifications: referred to the Jyqj. 
ciary Committee. 

Also, presented a memorial from citizens of the 
northern district of New York, remonstrating 
against the repeal of the law in any such terms 
would operate as a suspension of it before the pas. 
sage of the repealing act. The memorialists pire 
as a reason, that, by the rules of the court thereop 
(many, if not all, of the cistrict courts) all the appli 
cants under the law are compelled to pay fees jn 
advance; and, in a majority of the instances, such 
fees are obtained only by the greatest sacrifice on 
the part of the petitioners; and that, therefore, i: 
would be manifestly unjust to destroy these peli. 
tions, filed pursuant to the law, afd in all respects 
in conformity thereto: referred to the Judiciary 
Commitee. 

Also, presented a petition from Oneida county, 
New York, asking fur the unconditional repeal of 
the bankrupt law; and a petition from a number 
of cit'z-ns of New York, purporting to be mer. 
chants, for a full and unconditional repeal of the 
bankrupt !aw; which were referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. SIMMONS presented two memorials from 
citizens of Philadelphia, against the repeal, but in 
favor of a modification of the bankrupt law: re. 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee. 


Mr. SPRAGUE presented a memorial from 
Providence, Rhode Island, signed by merchants 
and manufacturers, in favor of the repeal of the 
bankrapt law: referred to the Judiciary Commitier. 

Mr. MILLER presen:ed a memorial from 
John Kurtz, praying for an extension of the 
charter of the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of 
Georgetown: referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 


Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial from 
certain messengers and laborers in the office of the 
Avditor of the Post Office Department, praying for 
an increase of their compensation: referred to the 

Yommittee on F.nance. 


Mr. BENTON presented a petition, signed by 
Thomas White, and one hundred and fifty others, 
of Dorches‘er county, Maryland, praying fora 
repeal of the bankrupt act: referred to the Judiciary 
Commitee. 


Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin 
Murphy, of Arkansas; which was read, andor 
dered to a second reading. 


Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from cer- 
lain cfficers who served in the surveying and er- 
ploring expedition, representing that they had re- 
ceiy: da certain amount of pay under the authority 
of an express order in writing from the Navy De- 
par'ment, and that the accounting « fficer of the 
Government, in the adjastment of their accounts, 
had refused to allow the amountthus paid them, and 
that their ordinary pay is now withheld until an 
a justment of their accounts. ‘They pray Congress 
to pass a law authorizing the settlement of theit 
accounts on the basis of the agreement of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy when they entered the service: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. — 

Mr. BATES presented a petition from William 
Smith, of Northampton, Massachusetts, pray!0g 
indemnity for losses sustained by French spolit: 
tions prior to 1800. Mr. B. said, to show the it 
justice and inhumanity of withholding the indea- 
nity, it was only necessary to have the mem 
read, (which was done,) showing that the petitionet 
is now an inmate of the poor-house: referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BAYARD, on leave, introduced a bill et 
titled “An act to amend the act entitled ‘An act © 
reorganize the Navy Department of the United 
States,’ passed the 30:h August, 1842;” and 
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Oe bich were read twice, and referred to the 
Commitiee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, leave was 

ranted to withdraw from the files of the Senate 

ihe petition and documents of William Meredith, 
the beir of William Meredith, for compensation 
for revolutionary services. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, leave was granted 
io withdraw from the files of the Senate the petition 
of John Burke. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Jadiciary, reported back, without amendment, the 
pill for the relief ef persons residing within the re- 
pated limits of the States of Arkansas and L -disia- 
na, and beyond the boundary lire between the 
United States and the Republic of Texas, establish- 
ed by the commissioners appointed to asceriain the 


ame. 
“Mr. WOODBURY presented a resolution, which 
was read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the state of our tonnage, freights, and commerce with foreign 
powers; and report whether it is properous under the existing 
arrangements, by treaties or laws in relation thereto; and, also, 
whether the regulations t other Governments are equally in 
conformity to the spirit of these arrangements; and if either be 
notgo, What measures are proper to insure greater prosperity 
and reciprocity. 

Mr. W, said it was a very important inquiry 
which concerned the whole country, but especially 
the Northern portion of the country; and, there- 
fore, he hoped it would be passed at once. The 
question was put, and the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. WOODBURY then submitied the following 
resolution, which lies one day, under the rule, viz: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to furnish the Senate with the following infurmation: 

1. The amount of revenue received from customs during the 
third quarter of the year 1842, on imports made in that quar- 
ter. 

9. As soon as the returns are obtained, the amount received 
in the 4th quarter of the same year, from the imports made in 
that quarter, and the aggregate of those imports. 

3. The aggregate of appropriations outstanding and unex- 
peoded at the close of the years, respectively, of 1840, 1841, and, 
when this year expires, at the end of 1842; and 

4. The quantity of land which was advertised for public 
sale from 4th March, 1841, to the close of one year from that 
date; and the quantity advertised during the year previous to 
that date. 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back, with amendments, (which 
were ordered to be printed,) the bill for the relief 
of Henry Gardner and others, directors of an in- 
stitution called the New England Mississippi Land 
Company. 

A motion was here made by Mr. HUNTING- 
TON, to take up the motion of Mr. Wriaar, to re- 
fer to the Committee on Finance the memorial of 
the chamber of commerce of New York on the 
subject of the warehousing system. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained that he preferred that 
the subject be passed over until to-morr>w morn- 
ing, before which time Senators will have read 
the memorial, (now printed,) and be prepared to 
vole understandingly as to which committee it 
should be referred—the Committee on Finance, as 
proposed by him; or the Committee on Commerce, 
as proposed by the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. 
Howtincton ] 

The question was put, and the Senate refused to 
lake up the motion. 


THE AFRICAN SQUADRON. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Ben- 


TON some days ago, was taken up for considera- 
on: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the Sen- 
Xe, (1 compatible with the public interest,) whether the quin- 
uple treaty, for the suppression of the slave-trade, has 
den communicated to the Government of the United States 
any form whatever; and, if so, by whom; for what pur- 
hose; and what answer may have been returned to such 
communication. Also, to communicate to the Senate all the 
mformation whieh may have been received by the Govern- 
weatof We United States, going to show that the “course which 
this Government might takein relation to said treaty has 
eeiteg nosmall degree of aitention and discussion in Eu- 
rope.” Also, to inform the Senate how far the “warm animad- 
‘ersious,” and “the great political excitement” which this trea- 
‘y has caused in Europe, have any application or reference to 
the United States. Also, to inform the Senate what dancer 
there was that ‘the laws and the obligations” of the United 
. es in relation to the suppression of the slave-trade would 

aie by others” if we did not “remove the pretext 
YY ent r 

























i our flag and executing our laws,” 
ering into the stipulations for the African equadron, and 
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the remonstrating embassies which are contained in the 8th and 
9th articles of the late British treaty. Also, that the President 
be requested to communicate to the Senate all the correspond- 
ence with our ministers*abroad, relating to the foregoing 
points of inquiry. Also, that the President be requested. to 
communicate to the Senate all such information upon the 
negotiation uf the African squadron articles as will show the 
origin of said articles, and the history and progress of their 
formation, 


Mr. ARCHER said, when this subject was last 
under consideration, he had expressed his willing- 
ness that the resolation should be adopted by the 
Senate, with the exception of a certain portion to- 
wards the conclusion. He had thought then, and 
still continued to think, that that portion of the 
resvlution to which he referred ought to be stricken 
out—he meant that portion which called upen the 
President for the grounds of the opinion he had 
expressed in the message which he had communi- 
cated to this body in August last. In consequence, 
however, of the remarks which fell from the hon- 
orable Senator from Missouri on Thursday, he 
(Mr. ARcHER) was now disposed to allow the reso- 
lution to pass, without the alteration which he had 
proposed. Not that he had. changed his . pinion in 
relation to its propriety; for he was still of cpin- 
ion that the Senate onght not, on its own account, 
to send such a message to the head of any depart- 
ment of the Government ; but, inasmuch as he per- 
ceived thata refusal to send the resolution with 
that part stricken out would be attended with cir- 
cumstances highly unfavorable to the Government, 
he was disposed to permit it to go without any 
amendment whatever. 

He had been asked why he had desired any 
change in the first insiance. He would answer, 
that, as the Government had no organ in that bedy 
by whom its views could be made known, he had 
felt it incumbent upon him to act as such organ 

Alibough he still thought it very desirable that 
the resolution should be modified in the manner he 
had suggested, yet there was a sortof debt of jus- 
tice due to the Executive; and the Jatier, he 
thought, was the more imperious of the two cou 
siderations. He would, therefore, be goverred by 
it. He would waive his objection to the resolu- 
tion, and acquiesce in its adoption. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

BOARD OF EXCHEQUER. 

The bill amendatory of the acts establishing the 
Treasury Department came up as the special order 
of the day. ° : 

Mr. TALLMADGE (on whose motion this bill 
had been made the order for to-day) said, at the 
request of several Senators he had been induced to 
move a further postponement of it. He moved to 
postpone it till Tuesday next, as the special order 
for that day; which motion was agreed to. 


FINE ON GENERAL JACKSON. 


The bill introduced by Mr. Linn some time 
since, to indemnify General Jackson for the fine 
imposed upor bim by Judge Hall, at New Orleans, 
while in the discharge of his official duty, came 
up on its postponement from Thursday last. 

Mr. LINN hoped the bill would now be ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, by acclamation, 
as had been urged in a memorial presented this 
day from Pennsylvania by the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Bucnanan. | 

Mr. CRITTENDEN understood the question of 
reference was yet pending. 

Some doubt being expressed as to the question 
now pending, a few conversational remarks were 
made by severa! Senators, in explanation, showing 
that the motion to postpone, on Thursday, suyper- 
seded the motion to refer. 

The CHAIR decided that the motion to postpone 
bad superseded the motion to refer. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then renewed bis motion to 
refer the bill to the Commitiee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LINN asked for the yeas and oay:; which 
were ordered. 

The question of reference to the Committee on 
the Judiciary was then taken by yeas and nays, 
and resulted in the 2ffirma'ive—yeas 23, nays 19, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafis, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hun. 


tingion, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, 
Rmith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, te, and Wood. 


b 
NA Y8—-Mesers. Allen, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, Ful- 


ton, King, Linn, MecRoberta, Mangum, Sevier, Smith o! 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—19. 


CORPS OF REPORTERS. 


The resolution for the appointment of ac rps cf 
reporters came up in order; and was,.on motion of 
Mr. BAYARD, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration ef executive business; 
and, afier some time spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, December 27, 1842 


Mr. ALFRED MARSHALL presented the pe- 
tition of Jobn Patterson and eighteen others, ship. 
masters and merchants of Northport, Maine, ask- 
ing the erection of such baoys, beacons, and spin- 
dies on the Muscles ridges in Penobscot bay as will 
render the navigation more safe. 

Mr. LOWELL presented the petitions of Jacob 
Longfellow and ten other ship-masters and mer- 
chants of Machias, Maine; Jobn A. Simpson and 
ten other ship-masters and merchants of East Ma- 
chias, Maine; and Jotham Lippinco't and thir y- 
two other ship-masters and merchants of Columbia 
and Addison, Maiae,—all praying for an appro- 
priation to improve the navigation of Penobscot 
bay. 

Also, letters from George Thacher, esq., collect- 
or of the port of Belfast; John Whitcomb, cap- 
tain of the United States revenue-eutter Alert; and 
Green Walden, captain of the United States reve- 
nue-cutter Morris,—in support of the same cbj ct; 
which were referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi presented the 
petition of T. W. Haley, H. W. Stegall, and 82 
others, prayirg the establishment of a mail route 
from Evectra, in Monroe county, Mississippi, to 
Van Boren, in said Siate: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Po-t Office ard Post Roads. 

Mr. STEENROD presented « petition of cit- 
izens ef Marshall county, Virginia, for the repeal 
of the bankrupt law. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL desired to present a me- 
morial of inhabitants of the city and county of 
Philadelphia against the repeal of the bankrupt 
law, but suggesting various modifications. 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS objected; and he said 





he sbou!'d object to all business that was pot strictly 


in order. 

The memorial accordingly was not received. 

Mr. REYNOLDS moved the reconsideration of 
the vote by which a bill was passed on Friday for 
the relief of the heirs of Philip Renault. He ex- 
plained that his object was to cause the insertion of 
a proviso, to sustain the purchasers of certain lands. 

After a few words from Mr. YOUNG and Mr. 
CAVE JOHNSON, the motion was agreed ic. 

Mr. FESSENDEN asked permission to move 
that a certain bil! be taken from the Committee of 
the Whole. It was a lecal bill, on which the dele- 
gation from Maine was agreed, with one exceptirn. 

Objection was made, aad the gentleman was, 
therefure, cut shert ip his explanation. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON gave notice of a bill to 
prohibit the allowance of extra compensation to 
the officers of the Government. 

The SPEAKER then announced that reports 
from standing commitiees were in order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of 
Claims, made a report upon a petition ot Asahel 
Lee, Samuel Lee, and Henry Lee, accompan ed 
by a bill for their relief; which was read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. COWEN, from ithe same commitiee, re- 
ported the following bills; which were read twice, 
and commitied: 

A bill for the relief of John Cove. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Treck. 

A bill for the relief of J seph R, Chandler. 

He also made an adverse report on the petition 
of Jobo 8. Parkinson. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committer, 
reported a bill for the relief of Thomas D. Gibson; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a biil for the relief of the 
heirs or assignees of the heirs of Isaac Todd. and 
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James McGill; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. GENTRY, pursuant to notice heretofore 
given, obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
benefit of Fielding Pratt; which was read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. UNDFRWOOD, from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia, reported a bil! for the re- 
lief of the Howard Institution of the City of 
Washington; which was read twice, and committed 
to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Public Ex- 
peaditures, reported aresolution to authorize that 
committee to employ a clerk, and to send for per- 
sons and papers. 

Mr. BOWNE called for the yeas and nays on 
that motion; and, being ordered, they resulied as 
follows: yeas 87, nays 99. 

Mr. J.C. EDWARDS obtained permission to 
introdace a bill to allow drawbacks on foreign 
merchandise exported in original packeges to 
Chibuahua apd Santa Fe, in Mexico; which was 
read twice, and committed to the Commitiee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. WISE rose to present to the House a reso- 
lation of the Legislature of Virginia, instructing 
the Senators of that State, and requesting its Rep- 
resentatives, to use their best efforts to cause the 
immediate passage of the bill refunding the fine im- 


posed on General Jackson, by Judge Hall of || 


New Orleans, in 1815. 

As this was the resolution of a State—a State 
which he in part represented—he took the earliest 
opporianity to present it; and, in doing so, he 
begged to say for the Legislature of Virginia, and 
for himself, that no partivan feeling entered into 
the spirit of that resolution, It was offered in the 
spirit of patriotism—pure patriotism. It was be- 
lieved by the Legislature of Virginia, and the Rep- 
resentatives of the people of that State, that the act 
employed by General Jackson to defend the city 
of New Orleans was one of imperious necessity—a 
necessity imposed upon him by the “booty and 
beauty” of that city, which were threatened by an 
invading army, and no less by domestic traitors 

Mr. MORGAN interposed, and inquired whether 
the gentleman from Virginia was in order? 

Mr. WISE said he wished to exculpate his 
State 

Mr.MORGAN objected to the gentleman de- 
bating the question. 

Mr. WISE. I merely wish to state 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. Speaker, is it in order? 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia could not enter into debate on the subject. 

Mr. WISE. I donot propose to debate 11; but, 
as it was received by unanimous consent of the 
House, I merely wish to bespeak from the House 
that respect which I believe ought to be paid tothe 
resolution of tbe Legislature of a State. 

Mr. HOWARD and others called the gentleman 
to order. 

Mr. WISE. I move that the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole 

Mr. HOWARD. The gentleman hasno right to 
speak upon it at all. 

Mr. WISE. Iam making a motion now. I 
move that it be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, where a bill, I 
believe, already lies, which was reported at the 
last session, on this subject. 

Mr. TURNEY. And that it be printed. 

Mr. WISE. Yes, and that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GATES offered the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to transmit to the 
House of Representatives the laws passed by the Governor and 


Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida, at the last see- 
eon. 


Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill to amend 
and explain an act of the 4th July, 1836, and an 
act of the 7th Jaly, 1838, allowing pensions to cer- 
tain widows. It was read twice, and committed to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. FORNANCE, from the same committer, 
reported a bill fer the relief of Jonathan Britton; 
which was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 
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Mr. MORRIS, trom the Committee on lTuvalid 
Pensicns, reported a bill for the relief of Daniel 
Dunbam; which was read twice, and committed. 

Also, an adverse report on the petition of Sarah 
Hil¢reth. 

Mr. BURNELL offered a resolution, directing 
the Clerk of this House to distribute amongst the 
members of the House, for circulation, certain 
charts of George’s shoals, now in the Clerk’s office. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina gave no- 
tice that he would on to-morrow ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill to suspend, for a limited time, the ope- 
ration of the second section of the act entitled “An 
ect for the apportionment of Representatives 
among the several States, according to the sixth 
census.” 

Mr. JAMES IRVIN offered the following reso- 
lution, which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to the House of Representatives the report of the 
engineer in chief of the Navy yee in reference to an 
invention of Cadwallader Evans, of Pennsylvania, for the pre- 
vention of explosions in steam-boilers. 

On the motion of Mr. WISE, it was ordered that 
the Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged 
from the consideration of the petition of Octavius 
A. Holden and James C. Patton. 


THE BANKRUPT LAW. 
The SPEAKER announced the regular order of 


| business to be the bill to repeal the bankrupt act. 


The Clerk stated the question as it now stood. 
The original bill was introduced by Mr. Everett, 
as already published. This Mr. Barnarp had moved 
to amend, so as to repeal only so much of the bank- 


| ruptlaw as permits voluntary bankruptcy; provi- 


ding, however, that this act should not affect any 


| case or proceeding in bankruptcy already commen- 


ced, or which should be commenced before the 
4th day of March next. Mr, Cusnina had moved to 
amend the amendment, so as to provide that this 
act should not affect any case or proceeding in 
bankruptcy commenced before the passage of this 
act, and, consequently, not to extend it to cases 
commenced before the 4th of March next. Mr. 
Briacs had moved tocommit the bill and all its 
amendments to the Committee on the Judiciary, with 
instructions to report a bill to repeal that part of the 
existing law which authorizes the volantary appli- 
cation of debtors, and to include corporations 
which issue paper to circulateas money, within the 
operation of the bankrupt law. And Mr. Cave 


| Jounson had moved to amend Mr. Briaes’s amend- 


ment, by striking out all the instructi ns, and insert- 
ing instructions to the Judiciary Committee to report, 
ai 12 o'clock to-morrow, the following bill: “That 
the act passed on the 19th day of August, 1841, 
entitled ‘An act io establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States,’ be, and 
the same hereby is, repealed. 


Mr. SALTONSTALL, who had the floor, ob- 
served, that it was neither his intention nor his 
wish to enter into an elaborate argument on this 
bill; being satisfied, from appearances when it was 
last before the House, that it would be brought to a 
close before the closecf this day. The question 
now, as read by the Clerk, opened the whole sub- 
ject for consideration. - It was, on the motion of 
the gentleman from Tennessee to commit the snb- 
ject to the Committee on the Judiciary, with in- 
structions to bring in a bill to repeal the bankrupt 
act forthwith. He looked upon this as the most 
important question that could occupy the attention 
of Congress, and should be acted on with great 
caution and deliberation. It would operate through- 
outthe United States, and upon all classes of the 
community, upon contracts of every description in 
which the citizens of the United States have enter- 
ed. If ever, there‘ore, a question deserved to be 
considered calmly, deliberately, and impartially, it 
was this; and, indeed, it should be acted on with as 
much caution as if it was now the question on the 
passage of an original bankrupt law. Other classes 
of the community, as we! as the mercantile classes, 
were deeply interested in this question. Mr. S., 
after taking a bref view of the history of the pass- 
age of the bankrupt act, and of the constitutional 
powers and obligations of Congress to pass it, en- 
tered into a consideration of the reasons urged for 


Ts 
its repeal. It had been said that public Opin. 
ion demanded its repeal; and the gentleman 
who introduced the bill was supported by th. 
resolutions of a sovereign State demanding it 
He denied, however, that there was any ey;. 
dence showing that the people Cemanded the repea) 
of this law. Where was it shown? There ha 
been no petitions presented calling for it. Th 
Legislatures of the States (with but one eXCeptivn) 
had made no move in relation to it; and, if bh, 
judged from what he had seen of the public press 
there was no evidence there of a desire for the te. 
peal of the act. They had every evidence tha 
public opinion was loudly in favor of this law y 
the time of its passage. It was called for by no. 
merous petitions, coming from every quarter of the 
country, signed by men of all classes of the com. 
munity. lt was advocated in the public papers, 
and strongly recommended to the favorable cop. 
sideration of Congress in the message of the Pres). 
dent of the United States. Mr. 8S. deprecated the 
repeal of this law before sufficient time had elapsed 
to give ita fair trial and examination. He ¢op. 
tended that it was now operating most favoratly, 
and that the principal cause for objection to it had 
nearly passed away. This was the retrospective 
feature’of the bili; but as all (or nearly all) ibe 
cases of that class had been acted on, there was 
now no longer any objection to the bill. Ina 
country like ours, he held that some uniform laws 
on the subject of bankruptcy should exist. Such 
laws were jus! as necessary now, as when the cop- 
stitutional provision authorizing Congress to pass 
such laws was adopted; and the very reasons 
which operated upon the convention fcr the inser. 
tion of this provision, operated now in favor of 
retaining the present law in force. 

The framers of the Constitution foresaw the 
great increase in the extent and commerce of 
this country. They saw that new States would 
spring up, with various interests and with differ. 
ent laws; and that, without some uniform law 
passed ly the common Government, the insolvent 
laws of these States would come in conflict. The 
grant of this power was, therefore, iaseried for 
the same reason that the grant of power for the 
regulation of commerce between the States was in- 
serted; and these same powerful reasons operated 
now,as wellasthen. Mr.S denied that the law 
was complicated, and difficult to be carriedout. On 
the contrary, it was perfee'ly simple, and easy to 
be understood and executed. In Massachusetis, 
for example, it had gone into operation withouw 
any difficulty whatever, and without any com: 
plaint of frauds. The retrospective feature, it 
was true, was first complained of; butas this ceased 
to have any effect, the act had become popular, 
and was found to be exceedingly useful and be 
neficent in its effects. Mr. S. continued speaking 
upto the expiration of his hour, showing various 
reasons why the lawshould not be repealed. 


Mr. DAWSON ross, and addressed the House 
in opposition to the repeal of the jaw. He said: 
I do not intend to make a speech on this occasion, 
but simply to offer a few brief remarks in my own 
justification, here and at home. I am aware thal, 
if I could speak with the voice and wisdom of an 
angel of light, I could not arrest the fate of this 
bill. It is virtually res judicata—soon to be “as & 
thing that was not.” Politicians have already & 
ken sides for and against it; and the appeals of 
reason and of just:ce are now alike unavailing. 

I have not heard a solitary complaint from one 
of my constituents for my vote in favor of this bil 
On the ccntrary, I have received many warm ani 
grateful acknowledgments in approbation of my 
course. I have in my drawer a long list of the 
most respectable names in Louisiaoa, urging me 
oppose the repeal of the bankrupt law. No mat 
in this House would rejoice more than I woald © 
see this bill amended; but I will hold on toit ## 
is, sooner than see it repealed. I am opposed 


the oppression of the debtor, in every shape, fort, 
and manner. Debt is a misfortane; and bitters 
the cup of life (Heaven knows) to the unfortunale 
debtor, at best, without being treated as a cri 

I am willing to see the debter forced to make a 
honest, full, and unqualified surrender of all he ha: 
and then I would palsy the arm of the Shylock wt 
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would attempt to take his pound of flesh. This 


is the poor man’s law; and it stands “solitary and 
lean » as the poor man’s law, in the history of the 
world. Iam the open and avowed advocate of a 
bankrupt law to benefit debtors, and not a law to 
penefit creditors exclusively. I would not make a 
pective law, to favor or shield the debtor; but 
| would place him henceforth beyond the reach of 
rsonal cruelty and degradation. His property 
might be seized and sold; the roof that shelters 
pis wife and children from the pellings of the piti- 
less storm might be taken from him, and they 
might be turned over to penury and want. But 
his person, at least, should be sacred. The credi- 
tor should not touch ahair of hishead after he had 
made a fairand honest surrender of everything he 
was worth on the face of the earth. 


“Man’s inhumanity to man 
Makes counticss millions mourn;’’ 


and wise legislation will always defend and protect 
the weak, the helpless, the uafortunate, and op- 
pressed. The fate of the bankrupt law is already 
foretold. 1 entertain no doubts of i's being re- 

led in a few days. It is the first law that 
ever was passed—and, I greatly fear, it will be 
the last—to favor the poor and the unfortunate. It 
isidle to resist the power of money; to its secret, 
subtle, and pervading influences, imagination can 
devise, and strength can accemplish no bar. It 
will buy the prayers of the church, the fidelity of 
man, and the love of woman. It is the alpha and 
omega of all human desires. Reason and justice 
are impotent when opposed to the magic power of 
gold. 

“Plate sin With gold, 

And the strong lance of Justice hurtless breaks; 

Clothe it in rags, a pigmy’s straw doth pierce it.”’ 
One overgrown capitalist, or rich creditor, has more 
influence over the National Legislature of this 
country than five thousand unfortunate and perse- 
cuted debtors. 

Repeal this law, and how inconsistent and rep- 
rehensible the majority of this House must appear 
inthe ‘‘sober second thoug't” and dispassionate 
consideration of a free and intelligent community ! 
They have forced a good Jaw, in a bad shape, up- 
on thenaticn; and now that the hour of amend- 
ment is almo:t at hand—I mean the meeting of 
the 28h Congress—they are about to blast forever 
the last hope of the broken hearted and desponding 
debtors throughout our vast domain. They are 
now eager and impa'ient to destroy, with a ruthless 
hand, the most salutary and effective checks upon 
that reckless credit system which has cast a gloom 
of desolation over the land. 

I voted for this bill, not because I considered it 
perfect, but with a hope that it would soon be 
amended and made perfect. I do not believe that 
any man or party can make a bankrupt law that 
will at first be invulnerable in all its parts. Iam, 
consequently, disposed to make the most of this. I 
am for salutary, judicious, and necessary amend- 
ments;and | am op;oxed to the repeal. I have 
always been in favor of a judicious national bank- 
rapt law; and I earnestly contend that this is a 
most propitious hour for the most happy legislation 
upon the subject. I sincerely regret being compelled, 
by the deep and rooted convictions of my mind, 
and the best impulses of my heart, to differ, in this 
tingle instance, with my Democratic friends. If 
aby nan ever was truly proud of his party, Jam the 
mon. I may be wrong; but if I am, it isan error 
both of the head and of the heart. i cannot favor 
the few to oppress the many. If I do err, I feel that 
itis an error on the side of mercy. 

Mr. CUSHING rose in opprsi'ion to the repeal 
of the bankrupt law. He thought that, ins‘ead of 
immediately repealing this measure, and thus ex- 
hiditing to the country the spectacie of a vacil- 
lating body—undoing to-day what it bad done 
yesterday; it should be allowed to remain in force, 
and be further tested by pub'ic judgment. Instead 
of ahasty and piecipitate action, he thought the 
public interests would be better promoted by mod- 
fying the law so as to exelade voluntary appli 
canis for its benefit, and to include corporations is- 
suing paper for circulation. Let it be modified to 
suit the views of gentlemen, but not wantonly de- 
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If, however, the law must be repealed, he hoped 
the House would not put upon the record an un- 
truth, saying that it had been repealed on the 5th 





of December, as was implied by the provision of | 


the bill as introduced by the gentleman from Ver- 
mont (Mr. Everett.) In addition to this untruth, 
which would be implied, the provi-ion was, he 
thought, unjust, and would involve the whole com- 


merce of the country in difficulty. He argued that || 
it was in the highest degree unjust in Congress to | 
refuse to make provision in regard to pending pro- || 
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cess in the courts, and earnestly remonstrated 
agaipsta retrospective repeal of the Jaw. The act 
of repeal should, be though', take effect from its 
passage, and not from any date in the past time. 

Mr. C. said he would take this occasion to pre- 
senta memorial from Philadelphia against the re- 
peal of the law, which he would have read as a 
portion of his remarks. 

Mr. ADAMS availed himself of the opportuaity 
\o present a petition for the same purpose. 

Mr. FERRIS presented two petitions from the 
city of New York against a repeal. 

Mr. EVERETT objected to the presentation of 
any further memorials, as irregular. 


Mr. CUSHING resumed, and proceeded in an- 


(swer to some of the remarks submited a few days 


since by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Arnotp ] He agreed with that gentleman in part | 
of what he had said. It was true that there were ob- 
jections to the act in the first place; yet these had 
been either exienuated, or had Jost their force. The 
main objection to the passage of the law was, that 
it would operate on contracts made, and would 
thus affect vested rights. Now, this obj-ction ap- 
plied with equai force to the repeal of the measure 
as proposed in the present bil!, since many enter- 
prises had been entered into by men acting in ref- 
erence to i's continuance. 


He would say to the gent!eman from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Annocp,] that he would not have ventured 
to use langusge of condemnation so strong as that 
ued by hin. when addressing the House on the 
repeal of this law. That gentleman had proceeded 
to make personal references to high functionaries | 
of the Government, and to introduce them here as 
if their destiny, cr thei ir remainirg in office, was 
material to the repeal of the bankrupt law. If the 
remarks of the gentleman were at all relevant to 
the question, «qually so would be areply. In con- 
sidering the exciting debates which often took place | 
in that body, he thought they were bound to ob- 
serve the fact, thatthe House of Representatives | 
was the great voice of the nation—the carery-eaire | 
of the democratic impulves of the people. From 
the nature of our Government, discussions must 
frequently be carried on with earnestness, with 
excessive zeal, and sometimes with ind+corum; 
yet he felt him: elf at lberty to dec'are, contrary 
to the. opinion of the press elsewhere, that this 
was the mos! decorous of all deliberative national 
assemblies in the world. He knew it was more 
orderly than either the House of Commons in Boge 
land, or the Chamber of Deputies in France. 


He next proceeded to notice the remarks of the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. ARNoxp] in rela- 
tion to the Secretary of State, and the speech made 
by that officer at Boston, wherein he was charged 
with acting, not from a desire to promote the pub- 
le welfare, but solely from a lust of office. 
When such a strain of vebement denunciation as 


had been applied to the Secretary of Sate was | 


used by a memb-r on that floor, be felt it to be his 
duty to say something in reply. And, in relation 
to the charge of love of office, he would ask, how 
was a man ‘capatle of doing good service to his 
country, unless he held office and was in power? 
Was there an individoal, without a public trast, 
who could carry out his purposes of good to the 
country? All experience showed that it was im- 
possible to accomplish beneficial ends without the 
possession of power. 
thus impagning the motives of the Seer:tary of 
State, would have been equally justified n impu- 


ting the same selfish views to every man in the | 


United States who had ever held office, from 
George Washiogton down to the present time. 
He, (Mr. C.) therefore, denied that any man hold- 


Indeed, the gentleman, after | 


nm 
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ne 


ing office cou'd be properly accused of a personal 
and interested motive in so doing. 

He could not join issue with the gentlemsn [Mr. 
ARNOLD] upcen the terms of general oblequy osed 
with regard to the functionaries cf the Administra - 
tion; but he would deal with specific facis and 
measures, and also with intentions as clearly and 
plainly developed, whenever they came up for dis- 
cussion. He would say this, as well for others and 
for parties, as for the gentleman from Tennessee. 
It was now the beginning of a short session—the 
last of the present Congress. A mass of business 
was before that body—business of deep interest to 
themseives, to their constitnents, an? to thee un- 
try. Under this state of facts, the first reflection 
with him was, whether it was for the interest of the 
country, let ‘whatever party that might have the 
ascendency, to throw aside all levislation, and shut 
their eyes to all its wants, in order to pass off into 
an episodica! discussion regarding the character of 
the officers of the Government?’ If he had argued 
strictly, the questions of the bankrupt law and the 
treaty with England, were not at ali affected by 
the character of the men now in power. In pro- 
portion, therefore, as genti€men sbould enter into a 
discussion of these personal relations, would they 
depart from that line of conduct which was best 
calculated to promote the public business. 

It was now nearly two years since, in accord- 
ance with a vote cf the people, a change look place 
in the administration of the Government. Since 
that time, an internecine war had arisen in the 
dominant party. The war bad now been pursued 
for about one year and a half; but, in the midst of 
it, the Federal Government, with its fixed Constitu- 
tion, had stood, like the god Terminus, defying the 
progress of those who were rushing against it. 
The country had seen one party throw itself egainst 
the immovable rock of the Constitation. What 
had been the consequence? The party thus hurl- 
ing itself against the constitutional rock was dashed 
to atoms. 


He thought that enough of recrimination had 
been heard in the House, and throu. hout the coun- 
try, during the period to which he had referred; and 
he would ask, what interests were to be promoted 
by its further continuance? Was any personal ob- 
ject to be promoted by a perseverance in these 
attacks on the part of the Whig party? It was 
remarkable enough that one prrty should 
bave broken itself down against the Federal Gov 
eroment; but what was the series of even's on 
which we were aboutto enter? It was an old 
maxim that experientia docet. He was almost in- 
clined to think that, in the present case, this maxim 
would have to be reversed, and made to read expe~ 
rientia NON docet [Mr. C. J. InGERsouu: “Nocet "y 
Then it mighi{be that experience would hurt, rather 
than teach. The other party had, during this war- 
fare, so long carried op, been occupying an envia- 
ble position. They had been folding their arms, 
looking on and laughing; whilst their opponents, 
like Kilkenny cats, were ea'ing each other up from 
head to tail. (Laughter. This agreeable >itua- 
tion was pow aboutto end; and it appeared, from 
| givings outin various quarters, that this party wae 
also about to hurl itself against the same immova~ 
ble rock on which the other had split. [Laughier, 
lasting some time ] A g2ntleman near him said he 
was mistaken. He might be; yt be was under the 
impresvion that, however individual leaders might 
think and wish, that consequence would follow. 
{Laughier. } 

He had said the Federal Governmen' was on 
a fixed basis at Washington. That was the foun- 
dation of his argument. Now he would suppose 
a man called to be President of the United States. 
It mattered not whether he was elected, or whether 
the office devolved upon him by contingencies con- 
templated in the Constitu'ion. He was President. 
What, then, was his first duty? To consider how 
to discharge his functions. He (Mr. C.) thought 
the President was bound to look around at the 
facts, and see by what circumstances he, was sup- 
ported. Gentlemen might talk of treason; much 
had been said on that subject; but the question for 
the individual who might happen to be President 
to consider was, How is the Government to be 
carried on? By whose aid? He (Mr. Cusuime) 
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Woult say to that party now having the ma- 


jority, (4n{ whom, on account of that cir- 
cumstance, it was more important he should 
address,) tht if they gave him no aid, it was 
his duty to seek aid from th ir adversaries. 
{Laughter.] If the Whigs continue to blockade 
the wheels of the Government, he trusied that the 
Democrats would be patriotic enough to carry it 
on. (Laughter.] 

He had thas presented the party relations of the 
question, Bebind them there was one of deeper 
import, and which might be vital in its effect. 
There was in the United States a great career of 
ambition, and beyond it a culminating point—the 
highest position which it was in the power of man 
to atlain—the Presidency. For this place, on look- 
ing around him, he saw more a:pirants than he 
could count upon his fingers. [Many voices. 
“Name them ”}] Hecou'd not name them. [‘‘Name 
them”—*“‘let’s hear who they are.”] Their name 
was legion. He koew not what splits would 
take place, ner how far their personal relations 
would tend to produce divisions; but he saw in 
the general race no individual, at the present hour, 
who possessed a pre-eminent, overwhelming, and 
irresistible power before the people. [A voice: 
“Except one—Clay.”] Nor didhe know whether, 
during the next two years, any individual would 
acquire that strength. It was true that the Whig 
party would hold a presidential convention some 
timé during that period, [A voice: “No need of i';”] 
and also that the Democratic party would convene 
asimilar assembly. He did not know whether this 
convention would be able or not to settle the rival 
pretensions of different candidates; but he saw 
budding such blossoms of discord as to leave 
great doubt abcut the issue of any conven 
tion that might be held. He did, however, 
know that the next year and a half would be 
signalized by great commotion upon this all-absorb- 
ing subjec!; and, whether there might be one can- 
didate only on each side or not—whether that can- 
didate be cordially supported or not—he would say 
that it would not be forwarding the political interest 
of any one of the parties in the country tocarry ona 
fierce warfare against the present Administration. 
{Laughter.] He deemed it material that he should 
be frank upon this point just now. [Cries of 
“Very frank.”] There were men connected with 
the present Adminisiration who meant scon to have 
a word to say upon this subject. He knew that 
the political cauldron was boiling with various ele- 
ments, wholly discordant and different; and he 
knew, also, what the constitutional power of the 
Fed: sal Government could accomplish. [Several 
voices: “By patronage”’—“‘by lust of office.”] No, 
not by mere patronage: he would show gentlemen 
that he would cut deeper than the mere surtace of 
patronage. He referred them to the extra session, 
where one measure was proposed by the Pres:den', 
and another reported by a committee of the House, 
and pushed through to its passage, until it met 
with a Presidential veto. The action of the Presi- 
dent, as affecting the legislation of Congress on 
that occasion, showed the power of the Federal 
Government, through events, over masses of 
men, to be a hundred-fold greater than all its 
patronage. Whilst the events to which he referred 
were passing, the patronage of the Government 
was in the hands of the retiring Secretaries; thus 
showing that there was not even a concurrence be- 
tween the action of the patronage and the vetoes. 
‘Theretore, what he meant by the power of the Fed- 
eral Government was, an element soaringabove all 
patronage—the relation of the President to the ac- 
tien of Congress. 


He trasted we should never be agitated by such 
another series of collisions between the majority 
ma Congress and the President as had occurred 
during the past year and a half; but should sucha 
state of things arise, by the fatuity of parties, it 
was easy (o foresee just such another result as that 
now brooght about. [A voice: “The veto cf the 
sub-treastry predicted ’] He hoped and desired 
ibat the Houie would be able to apply itself with 
uniform care to its legislative duties—trampling 
under foot party questions, that so much tended to 
impede the transaction of the public business. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana then obtained the 
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flor, and yielded it for amotion toadjourn.  Pre- 
vious to which, and by general coasen:, 

Mr. McKENNAN affered the fol'ow:ng reso- 
lution; which was considered and adopied: 

Resolved, That the use of the hall of the House be granted to 


Professor Walter R. Johnson, for the delivery ofa lecture on the 
subject of coal, and its various applications. 


Mr. JAMES COOPER, by general consent, of- 
fered the following resolution; which was consider- 
ed and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to com- 
municate to this House a detailed;statement of all the expend- 
itures made from the Chickasaw fund, between the 2d day of 
March, 1833, and the Ist day of January, 1843; the said state- 
ment to embrace the names of the persons to whom payments 
have been made, the amount paid to each, and on what ac- 
count. 


Tae SPEAKER laic before the House a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, con- 
taining a statement showing the expenditures un- 
der the contingent fued for the last year: laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
State, enclosing a report showing the modifications 
of their tariff jaws by certain foreign countries: re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the same, on the 
subject of our intercourse with foreign nations: laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Legislature of 
the Wisconsin Territory: |aid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. McKENNAN, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepwespay, December 28, 1842. 

Mr. YOUNG of Illinois presented the peiition 
Alexander M. Jenkios, Richard J. Hamilton, and 
Samuel Le, «f the State of Lilinois, securities of 
William Linn, late receiver of public moneys at 
Vandalia, in said State, praying that a law may be 
passed discharging them from their joint liability, 
upon the payment by each of a fair distributive 
proportion of the judgments obtained against them 
on account of the defaleation of the said Linn; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Also, a petition fcom William Elliot, ir., of Ful- 
ton county, Illinois, praying that a law may be 
passed to enable him to enter a certain quarter 
section of land; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pablic Lands. 

Also, a petition of a number of citizens of Boone 
and McHenry counties, for a post-road from 
Hartland, in McHenry county, by way of “Cold 
Spring Prairie,” to Amazon post office, in Boone 
county, in said State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate the report of the Secretary of the Senate, ac- 
counting for the disbursements out cf the contin- 
gent fund of the Senate; which was ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented three memorials 
from the State of New York, remonsrating against 
the repeal of the bankrupt law: referred to the 
Committee on the Jadiciary. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from 
F. H. Pettis, counsellor at law in the city of New 
York, and others, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of the billto repeal the bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial from the same 
individual, on the subject of a system of water- 
proof cloths, an imvention of which he claims to 
be the author. He says that the discovery is one 
of great value and importance for purposes of na- 
val use: referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

Messrs. WOODBRIDGE, PORTER, and BER- 
RIEN, severally presented memorials against the 
repeal of the bankrupt law; which were referred 
to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memoria! from the 
city and county of Philadelphia, praying that the 
bankrupt law may be modified, but not repealed; 
which was referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. McROBERTS presented a memorial from 


citizens of Illinois, urging upon Cengress the pas. 
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sage of the bill to repeal the bankrupt ‘aw; which 
was referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from citizens 
of Ilinois, praying Congress to pass a law for the 
occupation and settlement of the Oregon Terr). 
‘ory, and to grant donations of land as an induce. 
ment to settlement; which was laid on the table 
to accompany the action on the bil! on that sqp. 


ject. 


Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from 
James Dodds and Eli Davis, watchmen in the 
Post Office building, asking for an increase of com. 
pensation; which was referred to the Committes op 
Claims. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of certain companies of Missouri volunteers 
commanded by Captains Pollard, Sconce, Harn. 
son, Atchison, and Crawford; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, on leave, introduced 
bill for the relief of James Taylor, and, for other 
purposes; which was read twice, and, with the doc. 
uments relating thereto, referred to the Committes 
on Claims. 

Mr. CONRAD, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported back, with. 
out amendment, the bill for the relief of William 
Debuys, postmaster at New Orleans. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, it was ordered 
that the petition of John A. Dickerson, for extra 
compensation as sailing master in the United States 
service, be taken from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill for the relief of Wareham Kings|j; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Commitice 
on Pensions was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of John Bosworth; and it 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. McROBERTS, on leave, introduced a bil! 
deeiaratory of the assent of Congress to the State 
of Illinois imposing a tax on all lands hereafter 
sold by the United Siates in said State, from and 
after the time they are sold; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. KING, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of certain citizens of Alabama, who were 
deprived of their improvements by the treaties with 
the Creek Indians; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. McROBERTS presented the credentials of 
Sipnry Bresse, e'ected by the Legislature of the 
Siate of Lijinois a Senator from that State for six 
years from and after the 4th day of March nex'; 
which were read, and ordered to be placed on the 
files of the Senate. 

Numerous House bills were then taken up, read 
the first and second time, and appropriately te: 
ferred. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate a subpana 
issued from the circuit court of the United States 
for the District of Columbia, which had been 
served upon the Secretary of the Senate, witha 
view to compel his attendance into court witha 
certain anti-bank memorial, signed by citizens of 
Georgetown, now on the files of the Senate, to be 
used in the case of Addison vs. White, now being 
tried in said court. The Chair remarked that the Sec- 
retary was in doubt what to do in the case, he bav- 
ing no authority to take from the files any portion 
of the public archives, and had desired bim (0 
present the subpeena to the Senate. 

A debate of a conversational character took 
place between Messrs. PHELPS, McROBERTS, 
BERRIEN, WOODBURY, HUNTINGTON, 
KING, and CRITTENDEN, as to whether 4 
transcript of the record would not do to carly 
into court, and as to whether the Secretary, (though 
he was cn duty,) being but a ministerial officer 
the Senate, was entitled to the privileges whic 
attach to Senators, and exempted them from ‘be 
processes of the courts. _ 

Mr. TAPPAN contended that the time to regafd 
he sup@1a had not arrived, but that it should be 
disregarded until an attachment was issued against 
the Secretary; when ‘the issue would be made Up, 
and could be tried as to whether the privileges © 
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Senators did not, in some measure, extend to their 
officers, and §=exempt them from legal process 
bile in the performance of their official duties. 

The debate having ceased, and the Senators hav- 
ing evneluded that it was not worth while to bring 

Senate and court into collision, 

Mr. BERRIEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion, touching the matter; which was read and 
agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate have leave to 
take from the files of the Senate the anti-bank memorial speci 
fied in the subpana duces tecum issned from the circuit court 
ofthe United States for the District of Columbia, in the case of 
Henry Addison vs. Robert White, this day served upon him, 
for the purpose of being exhibited as evidence in the said case. 

Mr. HENDERSON, on leave, introduced a biil 
to extend the time of payment of the jadgments 
against the Planters’ Bank of Mississippi and the 
Agricultural Bank of Mississippi, and for other 

urposes; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Also, on leave, introduced a bill for the relief of 
the West Feliciana Railroad Company and the 
Grand Gulf Railroad and Banking Company; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. EVANS presented certain document: in re- 
lation to the claim of William Allen; which were 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, who 
have charge of the bill for his relief. 

The following resolution, imiroduced by Mr. 
Woopsury, was taken up and adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
furnish the Senate with the following informaticn: 

1. The amount of revenue received from customs during 
the third quarter of the year 1842, on imports made in that 

uarter. 

9 2 Assoon as the returns are obtained, the amount received 
in the 4th quarter of the same year, from the imports made in 
that quarter, and the aggregate of those imports. 

3 The aggregate of appropriations outstanding and unex- 
pended at the close of the years, respectively, of 1810, 1841, and, 
when this year expires, at the end of 1842; and 

4, The quantity of land which was advertised for public sale 
from 4th March, 1841, to the close of one year from that date, 
and the quantity advertised during the year previous to that 
dale. 

The following bil's were then taken up, as in 
commitiee of the whole, considered, and, there be- 
ing no proposition to amend, were reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, viz: 


The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Ark- 
ansas, Who lost their improvements in consequence 
of the treaty between the United States and the 
Choctaw Indians. 


The bill allowing drawback upon foreign mer- 
cbandise exported in the original packages to Chi- 
huahua and Sania Fe, in Mexico. [Mr. HUNT- 
INGTON, chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce, explained this bill, and defended it on the 
ground that it would increase the export trade to 
those countries, and bring a return of specie and 
fars; and that it would Le beneficial to commerce 
generally.} 


The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury 0 make an arrangement or compromise with 
any of the sureties on the bond given to the United 
States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the 
customs for the port of New York; 

The bill for the relief of Stalker and Hill; 
=~ bill for the relief of Ephraim B. Dixon; 
an 


_ The bill for the relief of J. R. Vienne, of Louis- 
jana, + 

The bill to authorize the settlement of the ac- 
counts of Joseph Nourse was taken up, as in com- 
mittee of the whole; and, after a few remarks io 
usfavor by Mr. WALKER, wa:, on motion of 
Mr. PHELPS, laid on the table for the present. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown was 
also laid on the table, on the motion of Mr. 
PHELPS. 

The Oregon bill came up in order; bat was in- 
formally passed over till to-morrow. 

The joint resolution from the House, for the dis- 
tribution of the Catalognes of the Library of Con- 
gress, was taken up, as in committee of the whole. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE and Mr. TAPPAN explained 
the resolution, and, advocated its passage; and Mr. 

G opposed it, and moved that it be indefinitely 
Postponed; and on a division of the Senate on the 
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question, it appeared that vo quorum had voted. | 


Then, 
On motion of Mr. PHELPS, 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 28, 1842. 

Mr. BRONSON desired to present a petition for 
the repeal! of the bankrupt iaw. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he bad another on the other 
side of the question, praying that the bankropt law 
might not be repealed. 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS objected to their pre- 
sentation in this way. 

Mr. HOUSTON presented the memorial of Jesse 
W. Garth, of Morgan county, Alabama, praying 
Congress to pass a law direc'ing the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to grant him a patent to 
certain land therein designated. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION TO OFFICERS. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked leave to introduce 
the bill, of which he yesterday gave notice, to pro- 
hibit the allowance of extra compensation to the 
officers of the Government. 

The bill was received and read a first and sec- 
ond time. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then moved its engross- 
ment, 

Mr. ARNOLD objected. He said he had a bill 
before the House on the subject of retrenchment, 
and the House owed it to itself to take up that 
bill. 

The SPEAKER ssid it was ‘not in order to de- 
bate the question. 

Mr. ARNOLD then moved that the bill of the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. C. Jounson] be 
commiited to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; so that this bill and his own, to 
reduce the pay of members of Congress, might be 
amalgamated. What was gvod in the bill of the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. C. Jounson] he 
would accept; but he would not take it piece- 
meal, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON inquired if it was not in or- 
der to move the engrossment of his bill? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not, if ob- 
jection were made. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then asked the House to 
print his bill, and Jet it lie on the table. He said 
a practice prevailed in this Government, of em- 
ploying cfficers of the army as commissioners, and 
giving them their usual pay as officers, and also 
several thousand dollars as commissioners; and he 
desired this bill to apply to the officers of the army 
as wel) as to the other officers of the Govern- 
ment. 

After a few words from Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, 
the question was taken on Mr. ARNoLpD’s motion 
to commit the bill to the Committee of the Whole; 
and it was decided in the affirmative by a majority 
of 70 to 56. The motion to print was also agreed 
to. 

FOREIGN TARIFF LAWS. 

Mr. FILLMORE said there were some commu- 
nications yesterday received from the State Depart- 
ment, one of which showed the modifications of 
their tariff laws by certain foreign countries. Of this 
document, be now moved the printing of five 
thousand extra copies. 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS inquired if that mo- 
tion was in order. 

The SPEAKER said it was not, if objection were 
made. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Then I object. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the document related to 
our commerce with Canada, and was of great im- 
portance ; and, therefore, he would move a sus- 
pension of the rule for the reception of his resolu- 
tion. 

The motion to suspend, and the motion to print 
5,000 extra copies, were both agreed to. 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT AT 
WHEELING. 

Mr. STEENROD gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the act, 
passed at the last session of Congress, establishing 
a district court of the United States at Wheeling, 
Virginia. 
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WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


Mr. J.C. EDWARDS presented the petition of 
Henry S. Smith and others, inhabitants of the 
State of Misscuri, praying tbe appointment of a 
permanent agent for the purchase of water-rotted 
hemp in Platte county. Missoori. 

He also moved its reference to a select commit- 
tee of five members; which was agreed to. 


NEW YORK CUSTOMS AND CASH DU- 
TIES. 


Mr. ROOSEVELT offered the foliowing resolu- 
lion, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform this House what portion of the revenue, received 
from customs since the 30th day of June last, accrued from 
bonds given for the payment of duties on importations made 
previous to that period, and what portion consisted of cosh du- 
ties on imports entered since that peried; and whether any 
bonds, aken before the commencement of the cash system, on 
the Ist of July last, still remain outstanding; and, if se, what 
is the amount thereof; and how much of said amount may rea 
sonabiy be expected to be collected within the said twelve 
months. 

Mr. TOLAND desired to present a memorial. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired if memorials 
could not be presented without interrupting the busi- 
ness of the Hovse, under a rule of the last ces- 
sion? 

The SPEAKER said they could be presented, 
but not printed, without an order of the Houre. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objecied to the motion 
to print; and the subject was dropped. 


NATIONAL WAR AND COMMERCIAL 
STEAM VESSELS. 


Mr. T. B. KING cffered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five be appointed to 
take into consideration the expediency of aiding individuals or 
companies in the establishment of lises of steam vessels, for 
the purpose of transporting the mail between some of our prin- 
cipal Northern and Southern perts, to foreign ports, on the 
lakes, and the Mississippi river—said veseels to be constructed 
under the direction of (ie Navy Departmeni, as war steamers, 
and at all times subject to its control, under such stipulations as 
may be provided by law. Also, to inquire in‘o the expediency 
of employing steamers in the revenne service, and uniung it to 
the navy; and using iron in the construction of said vessels: and 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. HOPKINS suggested that a part of this sub- 
ject was already under the consideration of a com- 
mittee. 

Mr. KING did not conceive that any harm could 
arise from the consideration of this subject. 

Mr. ADAMS reminded the House that the sub- 
ject of establishing a line of steamers between this 
country and France, (jointly with that nation,) was 
brought before the House at the Jast session, by a 
message from the Executive; that messzge was re- 
ferred to the Commitiee cn Foreign Affairs, and they 
reported a resolution favorable to the projec', by 


' calling upon the Department of State to report at this 


session the probable expense of such a plan; he 
hoped, therefore, this resolution would be postpon- 
ed until that resolution had been replied to. 

Mr. KING of Georgia was aware of the direc- 
tion which the resolution alluded to by the honora- 
ble gentleman from Massachusetts had taken, at 
the last session; and, so far as regarded the com- 
munication across the Atlantic, he should agree 
with him, that that portion of the resolution he 
bad the honor to submit might be stricken ont. 
There were, however, other ports with which it 
might be important to establish communications, 
by the means of steam vessels. . It was true that 
the French Government were engaged in establish- 
ing fourteen steamers for a line across the Atlantic; 
and his insertion of foreign ports in his resolution 
was with no view of coming in conflict with them. 
He conceived that it might be of the utmost im- 
portance to the country to establish a line of steam- 
boat communication between New York and Cha- 
gres, or some other point en the Pacific; and, m 
inserting foreign ports in his resolution, he had that 
route in view solely, and not France. There were 
also various imperiant poiats on the lakes, as well 
as on the Mississippi, at which steamboat lines 
might very advantageously be established. How 

esirable it might be in time ef p:ace, so 10 admin- 
ister the affairs of the Navy and Post Office De- 
partments, by aiding in the establishment of steam- 
boat lines, the vessels of which might be converted 
into armed steamers in time of war, would be tie 
proper subject of inquiry for the committee. 
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M:. K., in conclusion, said that he would, at ihe 
suggestion of the gentieman, strike out the words 
“foreign poris,” though he did not see the neces- 
sity for doing so; fur informatien would desirable, 
come from wha'ever quarier it might. 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, entirely con- 
curred with the gentieman from Georgia as to the 
propriety and expedieicy of such an inquiry as he 
had suggested. He had now in his possession a 
petition from a gentleman residing on the Pacific, 
pointing out the importance of a mail communi- 
cation between this country and the Pacific, through 
the Isinmus of Panama. He should present 
that petition at the first opportunity allowed him 
to do so. 

Mr. KING of Georgia begged leave to add, that 
he t#o had received various communications, which 
he should take the earliest opportunity of present- 
ing. It was not unknown to the House, that at 
the Jast session this subject was under consideration, 
and referred for the action of acommittee, He 
hoped there would be no objection to the ap- 
pointment of a commitiee, 

The question was then put, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, 
the petition to which he had just referred was 
committed to the Select Committee ordered by the 
abovementioned resolution. 

Mr. FESSENDEN moved to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole from the further consid- 
eration of the bill (No. 199) to change the place 
of holding the circuit and district cour's for the dis- 
trict of Maine. 

Mr. B. RANDALL objected. 

Mr. FESSENDEN m.ved the suspension of the 
rales, which motion was carriec; and the previous 
motion of Mr. F., to discharge the Committee of 
the Whole from the bill, was agreed to; and, 

After a short discussion between Messrs. FES- 
SENDEN and RANDALL, the bill was amended, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 

Mr. FESSENDEN then moved that the bill be 
put upon its passage; but 

Mr. B. RANDALL objecting, it was laid over 
till to-morrow. 


Mr. EVERETT moved that the House pro- 
ceed to the orders of the day. 


INDEMNITY FOR FRENCH SPOLIATIONS., 


Mr. ADAMS observed that he gave notice the 
other day that he should this day move to go into 
Commitiee of the Whole, for the purpose of act- 
ing on the bill providing indemnity for French spo- 
lations prior to 1800. Thot bill (Mr. A. said) 
stood first on the calendar, and he now moved that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole for the purpose of taking it up. 

Mr. PICKENS inquired whether this proposi- 
tion took precedence over the bankrupt law. 

The SPEAKER replied that the motion was in 
order. 

Mr. MEDILL called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, on taking the question, 
resulted in yeas 88, nays 99, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J, Andrews, Ay- 
erigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, 
Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Childs, Chitten- 
den, John C, Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gates, 
Gerry, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Gustine, Hall, 
Henry, Holmes, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, W. W. Irwin, Isaac D. Jones, 
Keim, John P. Kennedy, King, Linn; Mathiot, Maxwell, May- 
nard, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, Plumer, 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, A. Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, 
Roosevelt, James M.Russel!, Saltonstall, Sanford, Slade, Tru- 
man Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Sumter, Sweney, 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Warreb, Wash- 
ington, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Christopher 
it. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Wood, 
Augustus Young, and John Young—8s. 

NAYS —Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, 
Atherton, Birdseye, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Beown, Milton Brown, Burke, William Butler, William O. 
Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Camp- 
be!l, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Cary, Casey, Clifford, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Garrett 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Debetry, Doig, East- 
man, Egbert, Everett, John G. Floyd, C. A. Floyd, Fornance, 
Gentry, Goggin, Gordon, Graham, Green, Harris, Hastings, 
Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Howard Hubard, Jack, Cave 
Johuson, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Liulefield, Loweii .Robert 
MsCietlan, McKennan, Marchaid, Alfred Marshall Samson 
Magon, Mathews, Mattocks. Medill, Meriwether, Miller,Mutchell, 
Moore, Newhard,Owsley, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Pope, Ray- 
ner, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, W. Rus- 
sell, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Steenrod, Alex. H. H. Stuart, 
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John T. Stuart, Summers, Richard W. Thompson, Trotti, 
Turney, Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Watterson, Weller, and 
Westbrook—99. 


So the House refased to go into Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, in accord- 
ance with the notice he had given, asked leave to 
introdace the bill in relation to the congressional 
districts. 

Objection was made. 


THE BANKRUPT LAW. 


On motion of Mr. EVERETT, the Honse took 
up the bill for the repeal of the bankrupt law. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana, who was entitled 
to the floor, addressed the House at length in re- 
ply to the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Cusninc.] He had suppcsed that the present ses- 
sion was to be devoted entirely to business, and the 
progress made thus far had confirmed his expecta- 
tions. No evidence of a disposition te make the 
hall of the House an arena for party conflicts had 
appeared until yesterday, when the remarkable 
spectacle was exhibited of a special friend of the 
present Administration coming here to throw fire- 
brands into the House, and to charge the majority 
with neglecting the public business. This charge 
of neglect of the public business by the Whig par- 
ty was the war-cry at the commencement of the 
last session, throughout its progress, at iis close, 
and during the recess. It seemed that the same 
war-cry was now to be resumed. 


At the close of the extra session, the country 
was told that the President would propose meas- 
ures of relief to a suffering country. A measure 
was presented at the next session, and referred to 
a committee of the peculiar fiiends of the Presi- 
dent, who had ample opportunities to digest it. 
This committee, after mutilating—that was the 
word—the plan of the President, made a report, 
which was allowed to sleep upon the table, without 
any altempt to have it taken up, until near the end 
of the long session. 

Mr. CUSHING here rose, and remarked that 
the gentleman was in error as to this statement. 

Mr. THOMPSON resumed. The country had 
been cousiantly told that the Whig party was 
responsible for the want of proper legislation 
by Congress; that they were cerelict from their 
duty. He had supposed that this warfare 
would have ceased, and that all prejudices 
would be surrendered up upon the common al- 
tar of patriotism; but it seemed that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts had taken a special 
occasion to evince a conirary course of conduct, 
The gentleman seemed to have assumed the char- 
acter of auctioneer for this bankrupt Administra- 
tion, and he took it that the gentleman would be 
entitled to a good part of its cffects. This was 
the first time in the history of any civilized coun- 
try that a Government bad, ibrough the person of 
its acknowledged Jeader—a man doing most of its 
speaking, and much of its thinking—stalked into 
a representative assembly, and openly put up tle 
Administration in the common market to the 
highest bidder! The gent!eman too, spoke by au- 
thoiily, and not on mere idle rumor, His positions 
were not thoughilessly takev, for they tallied with 
the declarations in his Newburyport speech, where- 
in he affirmed that the President had wished to 
declare that he would not be a candidate for a 
second term. From whom did he receive this in- 
formation? Of course, he must have received it 
from the Presidentor the Seeretary of State, be- 
cause they alone could have furnished it. 

He referred to the fact, that it was formerly 
charged that a large number of applications for 
office were on file from Whigs, and to the action of 
the House on this charge. The House bad called 
on the President for the names of these applicants ; 
but the President said they were made to him in 
confidence, and he could not communicate them 
to the House. How did the fact of these applica- 


tions having been made get out, unless from the 
President himvelf? No sooner was the President 
called on for the names, than be threw himself up- 
on the reserved ground of confidence. 

He next referred to the charge that negotiations 
were entered into on the part of Whig members 
of Congress to produce a continuation of the late 
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Cabinet in office. So far as he was concerned 
hurled the charge from him with indignation. ‘p, 
believed the charge wholly unfounded, and calje4 
on the authors of it to name the men who haq 
made any such proposition to the Executive. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts had said that 
the Whig party—of which he was once so able g 
defender, and so distinguished a member—wa, 
now prostrate, with its banner trailed in the dus 
by the power of the Executive. The gentlema, 
said they were dashed against a constitutional faci, 
What was that fact?) The veto power. He ob. 
served, it was the duty of the President to Jook 
around him, and gain support where he could; je. 
ferring particularly to the minority on this floor, 
The gentleman also told the minority that they 
would be dashed to pieces, like their predecessors 
unless they came into the measures of the Presi. 
dent; but it yet remained to be seen whether he 
would get a bid. Judging irom the expression of 
opinion by the leading org:n ef the Democratic 
party, be (Mr. T.) was inclined to think that no 
bid would be offered by a portion of that party, 
He thought, from givipgs-out in various quarters, 
that the President would ultimately have to resor 
to this “constitutional fact.” ‘o defend himself 
against a large portion even of thatparty. Indeed, jt 
was doubtful whether there would be bidders from 
either side. 


But the gentleman, in speaking of ;the various 
candidates for the Presidency, had declared that 
there were persons connected with the Administra. 
tion, who would yet be heard upon that subject, 
The friends of this Administration had already been 
heard from the Northern to the Southern portion 
of this Union. They were constantly declaring 
that a storm was brewing. Now, he thought the 
word bankrupt was the only word applicable to 
this Administratic n;—an Administration which, un- 
der the voluntary provision of the bankrupt law, by 
its acknowledged chief, had put itself up in market 
to the highest bidder. 


He recollected wel!—though he was very young 
at the time, and not prepared to take part in the 
political discussions of the day—that, during the 
Administration of the distinguished and venerable 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr.Apams,] there 
arose in this country a party, who, upon the bare 
supposition, (which was dispelled on an examina- 
tion of the facts)—upon the bare suspicion that 
there was what was called a bargain, intrigue, and 
management between the then head of the 
Administration, and another distinguished citi- 
zen who was a member of his Cabinet, made 
it a subject cf the most bitter and _ vindictive 
denunciation. Yet, notwithstanding that this 
part of our history was still fresh in the recol- 
lection of the genileman from Massachusetts— 
when we see, in this age of Republican liberty, a 
gentleman descended fiom a line of illustrious 
Revolutionary ancestry—coming, too, almost from 
the very Cradle of Liberty, and acting as the organ 
of the Administration on this floor—boldly, shame- 
lessly, and unblushingly cffering the spoils of of 
fice as a consideration for party support, we may 
well have cause for alarm. How many cleik 
ships were there in Philadeiphia to be disposed of 
in this manner? From the collector down to the 
lowest tide-waiter, the power of appointment was 
to be directed for the purpose of operating on the 
coming Presidential contest. Who, now, would 
charge the Whig party with shaping their meas 
ures with a view to the elevation of a particular 
individual, after hearing the bold and open avow- 
al from the gentleman that the present Adminis 
tration would shape their measures for the purpost 
of operating on the coming contest? But (said 
Mr. T.) there was something exceedingly ridico 
lous in the idea of the Administration party—and 
such a party, too!—coming into the Representative 
hall, and telling its members that it had the power 
to dispose of the various candidates for the Presi- 
dency at its pleasure, and controlling the votes of 
nearly three millions of freemen by means of ils 
veto power, and the power of appointment and re 
moval. He could not but be strack, on reading 
the remarks of the gentleman this morning, with 
the similarity between them and a remark made 
by one of the officers of his own native State. 
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is man (a constable) in serving a process 
op aD individual, (a siurdy farmer,) found some- 
what more of resistance than was to be ex- | 

ed in that land of steady habits. He was 
rudely shaken by the party arrested; opon which, 
with an assumption of great dignity aud import- 
ance, he said: “I would have you to understand 
that, in shaking me, you are shaking the common- 
wealth ” So it was with the gentlemaa from Mas- 
sachusetts, who assumed so much power and im- 

riance for his party. We are, said he, “the 
fixed fact” around this Government at Washing- 
ton; and this fixed fact will knock your brains out 
jf you don’t come into our support. We bide our 
time; we see your disagreements, and out of these 
disagreements we hope the President will have 
some contro! over future events; while the distin- 
guished men around him will, when they see 


| 
proper, “nave a& word to say.” | 


This idea of the gentleman, tha‘ the Administra- 


greal parties which divided the country, reminded 
him of an anecdote he had read in one of bis 
school-bocks. A large rooster strutted into a sta- 
ble, where there were several horses, and, flutier- 
ing his wings with great importance, said: * Let us 
take care, my friends, that we tread not on each 
othei’s toes.” The gentleman, with equal airs of 
importance, assumed that the veto power, and all 
the appointments and removals, were so to be di- 
rected as to be brought to bear on the coming elec- 
tions of 1844. All, then, that the gentleman had 
hitherto said about the President’s conscience, and 
the moral and religious oblgaticn that was on him 
to exercise this veto power inthe case of the bank 
bills, was vain declamation; since he now avowed 
thal this power was to be exercised for party and 
political purposes. In all the contests between 
General Jackson and the party in cpposition to 
him, it was never pretsnded by any one that he 
used the veto power for the purpcse of operating 
on the elections. lt was charged against him, that, 
in the use of the power, be set his own will up in 
oppesition to that of the people, as expressed 
tbrough their representatives in Congress, and in 
carrying out the Constitution as he, and not they, 
understood it; but no one ever charged him with 
using it for party and political purposes, The gen- 
ileman from Massachuset's complained that the 
President of the United States tad been badly 
treated; and that he himself had been badly treated 
by the Whig party. The gentleman said yester- 


day that he and his friend from Virginia, who sat | 


near bim, (Mr. Wiss,] bad been grossly abused— 
had been calied traitors. 

Mr. CUSHING begged leave to correct the gen- 
tieman. He mace no complaint; but said that 
his friend from Virginia and himselfhad had more 
than their share of the obloquy which fell on all 
public men, 

Mr. THOMPSON continued. Ifthe gentleman 
did not complain yesterday, he would go back to 
former times, when he did complain. He would 
refer to his speech to his constituents, and to his 
speech at the last session, when he complained 
that a caucus dictation had arisen which directed 
the most bitter and violent denunciations against 
him, and the Administration with which he acted. 
Yet, notwithstanding this charge against the Whig 
party, the gentieman complained of being badly 
treated. 

The gentleman commenced this wzr himself. 
When the members of the Whig party felt them- 
selves bound to declare that they absolved them- 
selves from all connexion with the President, and 
that they would be no longer responsible for his 
measures, the gentleman, in a speech on that floor, 
said that they had been compelled to take that 
course by caucus dictation. The manifesto-Whigs 
of the extra session proclaimed to the world that 
(bey owed no further obligation ‘o support the ad- 
ministration of President Tyler; that he had soiled 
the pure ermine which bad been thrown around 
him; that he brought rebuke and degradation on 
the office he filled; and that they could no longer 
be responsibfe for his administration. We were 
not ashamed (said Mr. T.) to go before the country 
and tell the people that we were disappointed in 
the man whom we had elevated to power; and, in 


tion party will be able to decide between the two | 
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all the subsequent developments of his policy, our 
predictions were fully: verified. Referring to Mr. 
Spencer’s letter, Mr. T. said that, supposing the 
President did make a proposition to his Cabinet 
that he would decline being a candidate {or re- 
election, did it follow, as a matier of course, that 
the other facts siated by the Secretary of War 
were authorized to be inferred by him? All that 
took place on that occasion would have been con- 
sidered, by any man of common intelligence, as 
perfectly incongruous with the matter then before 
the Cabinet. If the President was a co-ordinate 
branch of the Government, (as said by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts,) how supremely ridicu- 
lous was itfor him to declare that he would not 
be considered a candidate for re-election, just be- 
cause his opinions were at variance with those 
held by another co-ordinate branch of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Iu relation to the bank billy, Mr. T. said that the 
Secretary of State, [Mr. Webster,Jina letter written 
by bim neatly at the close of that session, was the 
first who intimated a desire for the postponement 
of that question: he said it was the President’s de- 
sire that the bank bills should be postponed to the 
next session of Congress. The same thing was 
communicated by the gentleman from Massachu- 
selis himself to his constituents; and yet, with 
these facis staring him in the face, the Secretary 
of War said that the proposition came from the 
Whig party to postpone the further consideration 
cf the bank bill, on the condition that the President 
would retain the members of his Cabinet in office. 


But it seemed to him (Mr. T. said) most sirgu- 
Jar that the doctrines held by the gentleman in 
1834, on the subject of the veto power, could have 
been uttered by a gentleman who now regarded itas 
the mere instrument of party, to be used to operate 
on the elections to be held. Mr. T. bere read co- 
pious extracts from a speech delivered by Mr. C., 
in 1834, at Faneuil Hall, in which the exercise of 
the veto power by General Jackson was comment- 
ed on with much severity. Afier some further re- 
marks, Mr. T. said he had one inquiry to make 
of the gentieman from Massachusetts. It remain- 
ed now for the country to know who it was on that 
floor that was prepared te receive this proffer on 
the part of the Administration for executive sup- 
pori. The gentieman had not made this proposi- 
tion to the Whig party, for he to'd them that they 
had butted their brains out against the buck!ers of 
executive authority; but he understood him as ad- 
dressing himself to the minority. It remained, 
therefore, for them to tell the country whether they 
were prepared to consummate the alliance thus 
proffered. In propositions of this natare, silence 
was sometimes considered as giving consent; and it 
became them, therefore, to speak out, lest their 
silence might be taken as an acceptance of 
the proposals. The leading organ of the Dem- 
ocratic party told them this morning that that 
branch of it would have nothing to do with 
this alliance; but he wished to hear what was said 
on that floor on the subject. He did hear one gen- 
tleman say that he had a great mind to make a bid, 
but he was afraid thatthe people would not sanc- 
tion the bargain. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts came out boldly and openly with his pro 
position. He put the Administration up to the 
highest bidder, end played the auctioneer with con- 
siderable skill and ability. ‘Going, going,” said 
the gentleman; ‘‘can I geta higher bid?” (Laugh. 
ter, and cries of ‘A postponed sale.”’] 

The gentleman exulted in the fate of the Whig 
party, and told them with much satisfaction that 
their party was destroyed. Now, let him ask the gen- 
tleman, in the utmost sincerity of his heart,whether he 
did not feel some little mortification and regret when 
he saw the banner under which he had so often 
rallied trailing in the dust, and trampled under the 
feet of those against whom he had fought for so 
many years? 

After a few more remarks, not distinetly heard 
by the reporter, Mr. T. took his seat, 

Mr. EVERETT obtained the floor, and, with a 
few preliminary remarks, moved the previous 
question. Before taking the question on this 
motion, however, Mr. E. asked that there might 
be a call of the House. 
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Mr. KENNEDY of Indiana appealed to the 
genileman from Vermont to withdraw the call for 
the previous ques'ion until he, or some gentleman 
on his side of the House, could be heard on the 
subject. 

Mr. EVERETT refused to comply. 

Mr. KENNEDY said, it he couid make no bet- 
ter arrangement, he would undertake to renew 
the motion, if the gentleman would withdraw it. 

Mr. EVERETT insisted on bis motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion for 
a call of the House, and it was negatived. 

Mr. BRIGGS called for tellers on seconding the 
demand for the previous question. Tellers, how- 
ever, were not appointed; and the moticn of the 
gen'leman from Vermont was negatived. 

Mr. KENNEDY then proceeded to address the 
House, The question of repealing the bankrupt 
law, he said, had created considerable sensation in 
that House. He originally voted against the pas- 
sage of that law, but not because he was opposed toa 
well-regulaied bankrupt system; and he shou!d 
vote for the repeal bill, because he conceived a 
large majority of the American people had decided 
against the bill as it was. But he was free to say 
that he believed the bankrupt law of the extra ses- 
sion had cone its worst; or, in the language of the 
gentleman from Vermont, who was i's advocate, 
it had answered tke purpose of i's passage; or 
rather, he (Mr. K.) might say, the purpose of 
those who passed it, It had given the advantage 
to many, who were not entitled to it, to get rid of 
their honest debts; and now, when the time bad ar- 
tived at which many honest men would take 
advantage of its provisions, it was to be repealed. 
He responded, then, fully to the observation of 
the gentleman from Vermont—that it had accom- 
plished its object; and he (Mr. K.) would now 


| vote against its repeal, if on this bill they could 
| engraft a good one—one that would be prospective 


in its Operation, and that should include corpora- 
tions within its provisions. Bu', as he had 
said, he should now vote for the repeal bill, 
because the American people had said it must be 
repealed. He must, however, be permitted to say 
that the manner and the mode of the passage of 
that law were objectionable to him, and the House 
must excuse him if he spoke plainly on that sub- 
ject. What, then, were the circumstances under 
which that bill became the law of the land? He 
understood one purpose to be, that it might be the 
means of passing other laws—that was the under- 
standing he had at the time of its passage; but he 
had since heard it avowed by members on that 
floor—not in their capacity as members, certainly— 
that it was passed to carry the elections in the 
States of New York and Maine. 


He now understood that it was feared by Whig 
gentlemen on that floor, that, unless they passed 
the bankrupt law, the Whig party would lose the 
States of New York and Maine; and in considera- 
tion of the Whigs carrying those States, the 
bankrupt law was enacted. He had heard some 
genilemen say since, that, though they had paid 
the consideration, they had not received ihe 
equivalent, [!aughter,] and he supposed their de- 
feat operated on some of those gentlemen, and 
prompted them to this summary execution. [Re- 
newed laughter.] Yes, because the Whigs, in- 
stead of carrying those States as they bargained, 
were reuted “horse, foot, and dragoons,” they 
would take back the bill. [Laughter.] Now, if 
that bill was passed with any such object, it was 
an unholy and dishonorable combination to be- 
tray the best interests of the country. 

Bat be repeated, the mode and manner of the 
passage of that bill rendered it as obnoxious to 
him as the principles it contained. He objected to 
it, first, because of what it did contain; and, sec- 
ondly, because of what it didnot. That bill ought 
never to have been made to operate retrospectively, 
or on debts already contracted; for that was, in ef- 
fect, to repudiate those contracts, and it was a wi- 
ping of them out with a congressional! sponge. On 
that account, then, it became odious to the Ameri- 
can feople. But, further: it ought to have con- 
tained a provision to embrace corporations issuing 
paper as money; and it became odious to the Amer- 
ican people also on account of that omission. And 
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hence tive people demanded its repeal, and repealed 
it must be. So much for ihe bill itself, 

That debate was opened with a long Jamenta- 
ble story of the great defeat that was caused to the 
universal Whig party ,; and he (Mr. Kennepy) ab- 
solutely felt a good deal of sympathy for thos gen- 
tlemen, ['aughter;] his heart was warm and ten- 
der, and, though he could warwith the Whig party 
— yea, to the knife,and from the knife to the hilt— 
yet, when the gentleman from New York [Mr Bar- 
NARD] spoke of their labors so dolorously—when he 
spoke of their labors as like those of some poor 
creature (whose name he had forgotten) who, 
through a Jong summer day, rolled a barrel full of 
stones upa hill, [roars of laughter] was then met 
by somebody who knocked them down again:— 
yes, when he heard this lamentable s'ory, and 
this affi.ctive comparison, he almost shed tears 
over the fall of the “universal” Whig party. 
[Roars of laughter.} ‘Truly, the Whig party had 
been rolling stones vp the hill of public opinion ; 
yea, even in the very teeth of the American people, 
and in despite of those principles whose declaration 
had been made. For the jast quarter of a crotury 
they had been rolling them up with immense labor, 
and now, verily, they were knocked back again. 
(Laughter. } 


He would now enter into that part of the 
debate which had been called the “desultory” 
part. [Lavghter.] The gentleman from Massa- 
chosetis [Mr. Cusmina] had said the Whig party 
had broken themselves to atoms against the 
buckler of Executive power, or against ‘a con- 
Stitutioval fact.” [Laughter.] Now, he ccald 
tell the gentleman from Massachusetts that he was 
mistaken, and he [Mr. K ] would correct him; for 
he intended, as he went along, to strike both at the 
right and ai the lef!. The gentlewan was wrong, 
then, in supposing that the Whig part: had 
broken themselves iuto atoms against either Ex- 
eculive power, Executive vetoes, or * a constiiue 
tonal fac!.”". No, they had broken themselves to 
atoms by attempting to roll stones up the 
hill of public ojinion, The truth was, the 
bankrupt act, together with divers other acts, 
were concocted and carried through the House 
of Representatives, and sent to the Senate 
as one grand whole;.and they were to be forced 
through together. He (Mr. K.) admitied that a 
great effort was made; and he would admit, if gen- 
tlemen believed those measures were intended tor 
the public good, that they did themselves great 
credit in forcing them through; for he believed, if 
his constituents meant him to doa thing, he would 
do it with all bis might. But, with those gentle- 
men, it was a mistake that the American people 
had ever decided in favor of those measures. The 
truth wa;, thai in the last campaign they played a 
game of “hide and go seek;” they put candidates 
on their ticket of unknown pelitics—men who could 
be said to be one thing in one part of thecountry, 
and another thing in another part; and thus they ral- 
lied that portion of the community that was with nei- 
ther party, and thus they weie enabled to break 
down the solid phalanx of Democracy. Butsoon cc- 
curred that which every man of foresight would 
have anticipated—playing, fighting, and quarreling 
with each other; and now they had heard threaten- 
ings of the total destruction of the “universal” 
Whig party. Bat the party to which he (Mr. 
Kennepy) belonged was also threatened with the 
danger of being dashed to pieces on Executive au 
thority. He did not speak by authority; but he 
spoke as one of the 52,000 or 53,000 Democra's of 
the Hoosier State—and he was the only one that 
had the right to speak there, [lavghter]—and he 
would say, thatif he must bid at all, he should be 
cautious to ascertaio whether the bids were to be 
called out verbally or in writing; for, in the first 
case, he should be afraid of a want of authority 
to make the offer; and, in the next place, he 
should fear a forgery. So far, however, as the 
Democracy that he represented on that floor was 
concerned, he could say that they had no political 
alliances to form with any men—thef had no 
threais to fear from any quarter—for they had but 
one set of uniform, straight-forward principles; 
and so far as the Executive was concerned, or 
anybody with the Executive,—so far as that Execu- 
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live would carry oat ihe principles of their party, 
80 far would they sand by him, aad not an inch 
further. Bat, forh mse! and his eunstiments, ke 
must say that they were above the acceptance 
of office. If ose of his Democratic friends 
should ask him (Mr. K.) to use his influence 
io get that friend an office, he would reply, No, sir. 
And why? B: cause he thought it was not right that 
they should hold office under this Adminis!ration. 
Nor did he think it right that they should hold of- 
fice onder the late Administration, when the de- 
ceased Executive was in the presidential chair; and 
for reasons which he had avowed, both there and 
elsewhere, to the world. He held that John Tyler 
was tight in putting only such men into office 
as would give a fair, and-candid, and liberal sap- 
port to bis Administration—if such could be found. 
{Roars of laugh'er] He (Mr. Kewnepy) cared 
not who the Executive might be. No one would 
hear him denounce the Executive for putting such 
pers ns io office, and removing those of an oppo- 
site description. It was right that it should be so; 
for the Executive was placed ai the head of the 
Administration, and he ought to carry out, as he 
had the responsibility of, his own meisures. 
Should he be told that there shou'd be enemies in 
the camp, to undermine the measures which the 
Executive designed for the good of the country? 
No; it would be suicidal. He, therefore, said to 
his Democratic friends that, so far as he wascon- 
cerned, he believed it to be right that John Tyler’ 
friends should bave the offices if they were quali- 
fied to discharge the duties and to give faithful 
services to the country. But to return to another 
question. He knew not whether the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusminc] intended to 
horrify them with the threat of veices to be exer- 
cised hereafter, when the Democratic party should 
have the majority on that floor; but, as he under- 
stood him, the gentleman from Massachusetts speke 
to the effect that the Whigs had been in power a 
year and a ha'/, and they had passed a United States 
Bank bill, and other adverse measures, which the 
President hal vetoed; and those vetoes had de- 
stroyed that party. The Democrats were coming 
jato power; for they would have a majority in the 
next Congress: and, if they persisted in adhering 
to their old false notions in favor of a sub-treasury, 
instead of taking the exchequer, (which was the 
next thing to a sub treasury; and, if they would 
leave it with him fora few minu‘es, he would make 
it a good one,) they would be vetoed too. He 
knew not whether this version was the correct one; 
bat be wou'd tell that gentleman what his (Mr. 
KeNNEDY’s) Own views were on that subject. He 
did not expect to be in the next Congress at all; he 
was told that his constituents had some objection, 
{laughter:] if, however, it should be his good or 
bad fortune to be a member of the next Con- 
gress, he should vote for just such meas- 
ures as coinciled with his judgment, right or 
wrong. If right, and the Executive approved 
them, well and good; but if the Executive vetoed 
them, he would tell the House what he would not 
do;—he would not turn round and commence a de- 
nunciation of the Executive; he would not, be- 
cause the President had crossed his purposes, by 
a trank discharge of what he honestly conceived 
to be his duty, take advantage of that cireum- 
stance, to tear in pieces the Constitetion which 
governed his country. He would tell gentlemen 
‘that he looked upon the Constitution as the great 
palladium of his country’s safety. He would also 
say, thatif he were consulted in the future opera- 
tions of Congress, he would not give him occasion 
to use the veto power against them. 


He had noticéd what effect the course which 
had been pursued bad had on the Western people; 
and if there was one characteristic which the 
American people admired more than anoiber, and 
which they would rally round and sustain more 
than any other, it was a beld and fearless discharge 
of duty, regardless of all consequences. He had 
never seen the time yet (and he hoped he never 
should see the time) when the veto power was ex- 
ercised contrary to the wish of the majorily of the 
people. It never had been exercised, that the 
American people had not rallied round and sus- 
tained it. They rallied by instinct around the 
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man who had the courage to take the responsibility 
of bisduties. General Jackson avowed himself 
ready to “take the responsibility;” aud what armed 
that man’s arm, and strengthened it like iron? , 
was that fearless characteristi¢ Which gave ey;. 
dence: of honesty of purpose. 

The people believed him to be honest whep 
he had the nerve to do what he believed to be his 
duty, regardless of all consequences; and thus i; 
was that General Jackson became the idol of his 
ccuntry. He (Mr. Kennepy) had no disposition 
to make John Tyler a greater man than God Al. 
mighty made him ; and, therefore, he never should, 
so far as he was concerned, give him the opporty. 
nity to strike the Democratic patty with the vetoes, 
All hoped they would get a man that would ap. 
prove their measures He repeated, he had no de. 
sire to make John Tyler a greater man than be 
was intended to be by God and nature; but he muy 
do him justice He believed John ‘Tyler was ay 
honest kind of an old soul; [roars cf laugh. 
ter;] he believed John Tyler was as hones 
as any man they ever had or wished ta have, 
{laughter;} he did not think that John Tyler was 
as great a man as General Jackson by a consider. 
able spell, [roars of lagghter.} But he was as hon- 
est a man as they had occasion for, [renewed 
laughter;] and he believed a majority of the people 
thought so too; though he was also of opinion 
that, notwithstanding all the storms that might 
be raised in the country, he would never again 
be put into the presidential chair. No, but he 
would be permitied to retire with a good honest 
name. {Laughier.] It was true, some individ 
uals would bespatter him with abuse, and attack 
his character: he had already bern denounced 
as a traitor—but to wha:? To his country} 
No; no man ever dared say that John Tyler 
was a traitor to his country. Weil, then, he had 
been called a traitor to his party; and the very men 
who made that denunciation were the men who 
denounced General Jackson, because he would do 
what his party wished him tedo. Now he (Mr. 
KeNnNeby) was a party man; he was radical to 
the root; he was the most ultra man they ever saw, 
and if even John Tyler conld get the nomination 
of the national convention which they were to have 
soon, he would go fer him. His colleague [Mr. 
Txomrson] had expressed the hope that he might 
getachance to attack one of the southern pillars 
of Democracy, and, if that wish should be gratified 
by the nomination of that distinguished map, he {Mr 
Kennepy] should say Amen; and for that chiefiain he 
would do battle with as much pleasure as for apy 
gentleman in these broad States. And further, ifbis 
colleague supposed that that gentleman would be 
the most weak adversary he could find in the Dem- 
ocratic ranks, if he became their standard-bearer, 
he was very much mistaken. He would tell the 
gentleman further, that they were going to havea 
great national convention, to nominate a candidale 
for the Piesidency; and not for the purpose of ob- 
taining the spoils, or of getting over that ‘ fact”— 
[laughter]—for, however, pleasant that might be, it 
wasa secondary question withthe Democracy—but 
for the maintenance cf certain great principles 
and preat measures of these United States. [Cries 
of “Name them.”] Well, he would give them some 
of them.] Cries of “No, no; go on.”} Well, he 
supposed they were pretty well known; and if there 
were any gentlemen there who were not acquainted 
with Democratic principles, he would refr them 
back to their horn-books, for they were as plain as 
the simple elements of the language in which they 
were written: He repeated, then, that they were 
going to have a convention; and, whenever they 
met, if they did not promulgate what their princt 
ples were, in black and white, so that every mat 
in the country could be informed, he (Mr. K-) 
would not vote with them. 


But when they were published, they would be 
found to be no rabble mediey of politics. They 
would not avow a United Siates Bank here, and 
anti-bank principles there; a tariff here, and adll- 
tariff sentiments there; a bankrupt law here, and 
an opposition 1o a bankrupt law there; distributtos 
here, and opposition to distribution there. D° 
fought in no such ranks. His party’s ereed would 
be known to the world. They would say whe 
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they would, and what they would not do; and if 
Jobn Tyler could answer the catechism, and get 
the nomination of that convention, he (Mr. K.) 
30 he would be good enough for him, 
(laughter, } notwithstanding all the corrup ion with 
which John Tyler had been surrounded; [renewed 
laughter; } and it was surprising how men might be 
corrupted by bad example. [Roars of laughter.] 
But the vetoes, and some of the acts of Jchn Tyler, 
he approved; and be was net disposed to shut the 
door against apy man who was of the right 
mp. 

- the House only think for a moment of an 
administration with Daniel Webster and John C. 
Spencer as its high priests, endeavoring to recom- 
mend itself to the Democracy. [Laughter.] He 
thought it would be as easy to graft a crab apple 
apon an orange tree, as. to make Daniel Webster 
a Democrat. [Laughter] Bat he believed Mr. 
Webster had declared somewhere in Virginia that 
he was a Democrat—a Jeffersonian Democrat. 
[A voice: “At Patchogue.’’} He, for one, con‘e:sed 
ihathe was prejudiced against him, and ever had 
been. It was not until lately, when he was 
abused and denounced by the Whigs, that he had 
begun to inquire minutely into his real character. 
He confessed that the abuse of the Whigs had led 
him to believe there might possibly be some vir- 
toe in Daniel Webster, after all that had been said 
against him, and notwithstanding he had ever 
thought him a political leper from head to foot. 
But since those men who had gone and drunk Mr. 
Websier’s wine on the right of the passage of the 
bankrupt law—those men who had been ence so 
gracious with him—had begun to «buss him, he 
(Mr. K.) had looked a littie more into his bistory. 
If, upon a clese examination of his life and char- 
acter, he could find one green spot to rest his eve 
upon, he would even consent to admit him into the 
Democratic party; but only asa private, doing bat- 
tle inthe ranks. [Laughter] As to bargains, he 
would tell his colleague [Mr. Taompson] on be- 
half of the Democrats of the Hoosier State, that 
they would meke none whatever. 


He did not understand the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Cusnina] as having set up the Ad- 
ministration to the highest bidder, although he 
must confess the remarks of the gentleman had a 
powerful squinting that way. [Laughter] What 
he understood the gentleman to state, was, that the 
dominant party in the House had become, by its 
course with regard to the President, no more than 
a faction; that they were disposed to trample un- 
der foot all regard for the Constitution, and the in- 
lerests of the country, in order to put down Mr. 
Tyler; and that they manifested a spleen, unbecom- 
ing the character of American Representatives. He 
did not certainly understand the gentleman as 
meaning any more than that John Tyler, thus 
situated, and thus opposed by the majority 
in Congress, should carry on the Government by 
the best neans in his power. John Tyler was 
President of the United States, and bound to prr- 
form his duties as such. It was immaterial to the 
people who was President, but very important to 
them that the Government should not be stopped. 
If John Tyler found the Whig party ever blocking 
him up, and opposing all effor's on his part to ad- 
minister the Government, he (Mr. K.) held that it 
Was not only his right, but his duty, as President, 
to look beyond that party, and to every part of the 
continent, for aid. 

He hoped the Democratic party would not take 
he responsibility of the acts of the present Admin- 
is'ration. Yet he would never vote against any 
measure whatever, merely cn account of its beirg 
recommended by John Tyler. He should vote for 
whatever he thought right, let who might recom- 
mend it. Nor would he join with those whose ob- 
ject was to break down Jobn Tyler. 

After the general rout which the Whig par'y 
had sustained since the adjournment of the last 
session of Congress, he had supposed they would 
have been taught wisdom, and bave changed their 
‘one. Whipping was beneficial in its effect upon 
children generally, and so he thought it would be 
upon the Whigs. Never did a party so much nced 
taking down. None was ever so baughty, so pre. 
‘wing, so self-conceited, Well did he remember 


the declaration of the imperious tenant of Ash- 
land, that the Dem: cratic party was like a erimi- 
nal uncer the gallows, waiting only for the signal 
of execution, on account of its manifold crimes! 
Yes! the Democratic party was insul'ed and urp- 
braided by a lik ning to the doomed convict with 
the halter about the neck! and such were the ex- 
pressions uttered in relation to that party by the 
sage of Ashland, and repeated by his white Char- 
lies all over the country! Indeed, it appeared to 
him that the whole Whig party were aciing as a 
band of tyrants during the extra, and even at 
the last session of Congress. At these sessions, 
all freedom of discussion was effectually set aside, 
the geg introduced, and the legislation of this hall 
made to play second fiddle to proceedings in 
caucus. Buthe mustin a measure exculpate his 
Whig friends for what they had done so badly. He 
did not acense them of baving perpetrated all the 
mischief of which they were the authors on pur 

pose, but only on eccount of their ignorance of the 
business of legislation. They knew not how to man- 
age. They had been too long out of power. They had 
been on the grass until they became lank and jean, 
The consequ: nce was, that their condact at every 
step wasmarked by excesses; andsuch a set of I: gis- 
laturs he hoped never again to see. They intro- 
duced the hour rule, the gag, the dictation of cau- 
cusses; and manifested a high degree of hauteur in 
all their proceedings. Supposing that they had 
been effectually checked by the late election, he 
had written to his friends in Indiana, that they 
were chopfallen and in low spirits—dashed to 
a'oms, as the gentleman from Massachusetis [Mr. 
CusninG] remarked. He hoped that the fact that 
congressional President-makirg had broken down 
one party, would be an effectual warning to others 
to let the people alone make Presidents hereafter. 

He next proceeded to speak of the manner in 
which this personal and party debate haa begun, 
and traced the origin of it to the remarks of the gen- 
Ueman from Tennessee, [Mr. ARNOLD,] who poured 
out bile, like a sluice, against the present Adminis. 
tration,and what he termed the “subterranean Dem- 
ocrats.” The commenceiment of the debate Jay with 
the opposi'e side of the House; and he (Vir. K.) had 
never Known the time of the Houseto be consumed 
by a party debate, which did not originate with the 
Whigs. Heretofore, during the present session, 
smarting under their recent lashing, they had fi r- 
borne to enter into a personal and party debate. 
Of laie, however,they bad forgotten their whipping 
by the people, and launched out into their former 
violent course. Was it, then, to be expected that 
the special friends of Mr. Tyler would sit there 
and quietly hear themselves denounced in every 
manner, and on all occasions, without attempting 
to reply? The Whig party showed, throughout 
their whole conduet, that they were looking too 
much to the perpetuation of the power which had 
fallen upon them by accident. -He could assure 
them that, unless they changed their course, such 
an accident would never happen to them again. 
{Laughier. } 

In speaking for the Democracy of the Hoosier 
State, he could assure the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Cusnina,] as well as his colleague, 
{Mr. Tuompson,] that there was no danger of any 
bargain being consummated with John Tyler. 
From present appearances, he believed there was 
as much prospect of the ultras of the Whig party, 
the Clay men—the white Charlies—coming into 
the Democratic ranks, as there was of the Tyler 
men. He had no apprehension of any bargain be- 
ing entered into. The Democrats would support 
any measure which they believed to be right, and 
calcula'ed to advance the best interests of the 
country, without infringing upon the Constitution— 
and none other. As to the exchequer, he would say 
that, although it had his decided preference over a 
national bank, yet he would never take it in pref- 
erence to the sub-treasury. He eared not for 
names, and should, therefore, have no objection to 
voile for the sub-treasury under the name of the 
exchequer. Give him a pen, and in five minvtes 
he could make the exchequer similar to the snb- 
trensury, and perfecily acceptable to himself. By 
striking out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
serting the body of the old sub-treasury bill, the 














exchequer might at once acquire a large number of 
friends. F 

He next proceeded to notice the ground taken 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusn- 
ING) against the ve'o power, when ured by General 
Jackson. Why did that gentleman then war 
against thatpower? This warfare against the con- 
stitutional power of the President bad been usual 
in the country, whenever exercised to defeat any 
action of Congress. For his own part, he never 
wished to encounter this power in the tace of his 
own measures; still, pever would any warfare that 
night be earried on against such a conservative 
power induce him to consent to its being stricken 
out from the Constitution. If Mr. Tyler was 
wrong in using this power, let his enemies abuse 
his act. Let them contend that the particular oc- 
casion of i's use was improper and uncalled-fer; 
but not atlempt to tear up the whole power from 
the Constitauon. Let them not motilate that sa- 
cred instrament, merely because it has been, in a 
few instances, the means cf impeding their measares, 

He hoped that he sh uld be exonerated from the 
charge, either express or implied, of bargain with 
the present Administration. His eclieague [Mr. 
Tnompson]} remarked that if theDemocra's satsilent, 
inasmuch assilence gave consent, they would be ta- 
ken as having consenied to the arrangement proposed 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts. Now, as he 
knew that whatever his colleague said here would 
be published and read in Ind:ana, he would assure 
kim that, in early life, he saw the effects cf politi- 
cal bargains, and was convinced of their entire im- 
policy and impropriety. It was the supposed, if 
not real, political bargain entered into sone years 
since, that effectually caused the sun of Ashland to 
setforever. He (Mr. K ) bad, therefore, resolved 
never to consent to any political bargain whatever, 
nor (o suffer his name to be tain'ed with such a sus- 
picion. As yet, he was at the beginning of his po- 
litical life. He did not now know where the waves 
of polities and of party might carry him hereafter; 
but be was convinced that neither he, nor any par- 
ty to which he might be attached, could be ever 
advanced by bargains and cealitions. 

His colleague had very arifully contrived to say 
semcthing about certain leacers in the Democratic 
party at the South and at the North, and to hint at 
a coming division between their respective friends, 
Now, ke cou'd assure his colleague, that if he ex- 
pecied to succeed that way, he would fisd bimself, 
in the resnit, sadly mistaken. His colleague knew | 
nothing of the bands which bound the Democratic 
party together. Toe affections of that party. to- 
wards their public men were not, in the least de- 
gree, dependent upon their geographical location. 
Democracy knows no disti:ctions of geography. 
Let the candidate for the Presidency come from 
where he will, there will be no differences among 
them. Let the nomination fa'l upon whom it 
may, the party, whatever their individual prefer- 
ences, will rally around him. The Demceratic 
patty says to the Whigs, We want none of your 
interference; mind how you interfere with our 
concerns; if you continue to intermeddle with us, 
we wil] unite upon any man that is true; our preju- 
dices will yield, and your interference but bind us 
cioser together. 

But his colleague expected that the Whig pariy 
would, ini's tarn, be benefited by the “constitu- 
tional fact,’ when the Democrats should have a ma- 
jority, at the next Congress. Let him indulge this 
expeciation, if he wished: be (Mr. K_ ) thought he 
would be mistaken. When the Democratic con- 
vention should have met, and settled the claims of 
rival candidates, the party would be found united 
as a band of brothers. His colleague would then 
find himself mistaken in his hopes of Democratic 
divisions, and, through them, of a Whig triumph 
—or he was no prophet. 

Mr. WISE next obiained the floor, and moved 
an adjournment; but withdrew the motion, at the 
request of 

Mr. TRIPLETT, who wished to have entered a 
motion to reconsider the vote of the House on yes- 
terday,refosing to employ a clerk to the Committee 
on Pablic Expenditures. 

‘The motion for an adjournment was then ree 
newed, and carried. 
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IN SENATE. 
Tavaspay, December 29, 1842. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented three memorials 
from the city of New York, remonstrating against 
the repeal of the bankrupt act. 

Also a memorial of a like character from Roch- 
esier, New York. 

Mr. TT. said the letter, accompanying the latter 
memorial, remarked that the memorial was signed 
without distinction of party; and that there was 
great unanimily against the repeal of the law, 
but in favor of its modification: referred to the Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

On motion by Mr. CRAFTS, it was ordered that 
the petition of Ashael Spalding, asking compensa- 
tion for disbursing money as pension agent, be 
taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions, 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a petition from Seth 
Sweetser,a native citizen of the United States, 
praying Congress to establish a regular line of 
packets to Chagres, and an overland mail to Pana- 
ma; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
a number of citizens of Adams county, Pennsyiva- 
nia, praying for the repeal of the bankrupt law; 
which was referred to the Jadiciary Committee. 

Messrs. PORTER, BERRIEN, WHITE, and 
WOODBRIDGE, severally presented memorials 
from the city of New York, remonstraling against 
the repea! of the bankrupt act; which were referred 
to the Judic:ary Committee. 

Mr. PHELPS presented a memonal from’ cer- 
tain inhabitants of the Territory of Wisconsin, 
asking an appropriation for the construction of a 
harbor at Milwaukie, for the proteciion of the com- 
merce on the lakes; which was re‘erredto the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, presented a memorial fiom the same qnar- 
ter, urging upon Congress the propriety of making 
no appropriations to pay the expenses of the Legis- 
lative Assembly of Wisconsin of this year; but 
asking that the amount which would be necessa- 
rily appropriated for that object, for the past 
and present year, may be appropr ated and applied 
tu the purposes of ba:lding ope or more harbors on 
the lakes: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SMITH, {rem the Committee on Public 
Lands, remarked that a petiiion from James Trim- 
bull, asking the privilege of relocating a military 
bounty land warrant, and fora pension, was re- 
ferred to that committee. In reterence to the first 
branch of the petition, he remarked that there was 
a general law in existence, which provided for the 
matter; and as the second branch fell within the 
duties of the Pension Committee, he moved that 
the Committee on Pablic Lands be discharged 
from iis further consideration, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions: agreed to. 

Mr, S. also reported back, from the same com- 
mittee, without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass, the bill for the relief of 
Ei:zabeth Monroe. 

Mr PHELPS presented a memorial from Dr. 
Andrew Welch, asking compensation for serviecs 
rendered certain companies of Fiorida volunteers 
in the year 1837; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. As 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE SURPLUS COPIES 

OF THE CATALOGUE OF THE LIBRARY 

OF CONGRESS. 

The joint resolution from the House, to author- 
ize the distribution of part of the sarp!us copies of 
the Catalogue of the Library of Congress to mem- 
bers of the present Congress, came up for consid- 
eration as in committee of the whole; the pending 
question from yesterday being on Mr. Kia's mo- 
tion to postpone the resolution indefinitely. 


Mr. TAPPAN observed that he had buta few 
words to say on the subjec’, as he conccived the 
proposition to be very plain. He was as much 
opposed to the printing or purchasing of books for 
distribution aseny cne. Bat here was a different 
case; the books, in this instance, were on hand, oc- 
cupying, most inconvenien ly, room wanted for 
other purpescs. They were, in fact, an in- 
gcumbrance to the library, and it was very 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


desirable to get rid of them in some way ; 
and the committee considered the mode point- 
ed out in the resolution the most satisfactory 
and useful. There are 700 surplus copies on hand. 
The resolution proposes to give to each member 
of the present Congress one copy. This wi'l dis- 
pose of only about 300; leaving 400 in the library, 
which every one must allow will be enough for the 
use of those who may have occasion for them 
hereafter. If some bettcr mode of disposing of 
those books were pointed out, the committee would 
take it into consideration. But it did appear to them 
that, by Biving each member of Congress a copy of 
this catalogue, a useful purpose would be sub- 
served, not only in relation to the faciliry afforded 
to gentlemen in making references to the books in 
the library, necessary to consult in the way of 
business; but, in regard to the circulation of the 
ca‘alogue throughout the country. Mr. T. here 
referred to lisis of various other surplus copies of 
books which greatly encumbered the apartments of 
the library. and which the committee desired might 
be disposed of in some useful way. 


purchasing of books for distribution to members ; 
but as these surplus copies of the catalogue were on 
hand, and it was very inconvenient to keep them 
any lenger, he hoped the resolution would be 
adopted. 

Mr. KING remarked that the honorable Senator 
from Ohio was sc much more coaversant with mat- 
ters re'ating to the arrangement of the library, that 
he should not dispute his conclusion that it was 
necessary to dispose of a portion of tho-e surplas 
copies of the catalogue. He was, however, of 
opinion that many of the books referred to in the 
Senator’s lirt were found no incumbrance. 

With regard io the catalogue, he would say tha! 
he was willing to vote for a proper distribution to 
the literary and scientific institutions of the coun- 
try; but he was utterly opposed to the principle of 
members of Congress voting to distribu‘e to them- 
selves anything of the kind, even of the smallest 
value. They had noright to distribute to them- 
selves books, or anything e!se, paid for by the pub- 
lic money. This matter might appear inconsider- 
able, but still it involved the principle; and if it is 
allowed now, there is no knowing where the prac- 
lice may stop, or to what amount it may be in- 
dulged in. Already, shameful abuses in this way 
had disgraced the legislation of Congress. It was 
time to put a stopto them. There ought to be 
some stopping point; and he thought the present 
was a suitable occasion tu arrest the practice. If 
this surplas esnnot be longer kept, let the distribu- 
tion be made to literary and scientiic institu- 
tions, and the libraries of Siate Legislatares; or— 
what would be much bet'er—let them be sold for 
whatever they will bring, to reimburse so much of 
their original cost. They will sell for something; 
and, however little it may be, it will be a better 
disposition of them than that proposed. 

Mr. SEVIER inquired of the chairman of the 
Committee on the Library what those catalogues 
were worth? 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE replied that he had no 
means of ascertaining, aed could not satisfacterily 
answer the question. While up, he would say that, 
personally, it was indifferent to him whether the 
reso'ution passed in its present form or not. Bat, 
as chairman of the committee, he cunceived it 
proper that he should reiterate the views of the 
committee, unanimeusly concurred in, and ex- 
pressed by the Senator from Onio. The ob- 
ject of the distributioa to members of Con- 
gress is to afford them facilities for perform- 
ing. their duties. This, therefore, was not the 
first step, or a new thing; for facilities of this kind 
had always beea accorded to Representatives in 
Congress. It diff-red in no respect, in this in- 
stance, from the facilities for transacting business 
afforded by the printed documents, reports, and 
pamyhiets, daily laid on the desks of the members 
of both Houses. The principle was the same, 
whether the printed matier was in sheets like this, 
(taking up a Senate docnment,) or a catalogue of 
tooks, necessary to be occesionally consulted in 
the library of Congress. The committee, there- 


fore, in recommending the resolution, did not en- 


He again re- || 
marked that he was opposed to tke printing or | 








force any principle different from that upon which 
from the beginning of the Government, facilities 
for business had been furnished to members of 
Congress. These catalogues were books which 
were only valuable for present use. In a fe, 
years they would be worthless, and would be gy. 
perseded by a new catalogue. It was consider, 
by the commiitee that they could not be of 
much use to any one else as to the present mem. 
bers of Congress. If it was desirable to give 
some of them to the literary institutions of the 
country, enough would be left, after Supplying 
each member of Congress, to distribute to gue), 
institutions. The simple question was, whether 
each member should have a copy of the catalogue 
exceedingly useful and valuable to him in the per: 
formance of his duty; or the books should remaip 
anincumbrance, if not othtrwise given away, 
no purpose. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
SEVIER and TAPPAN in favor of the resoly. 
tion, and by Messrs. KING and LINN againg 
the principle of distribution to members of Cop. 
gress. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested a modification, ;/ 
the Senator from Alabama would withdraw his 
motion to posipone. The modification was, in ef. 
fect, to insert “literary institutions and universi. 
ties.” 

Mr. KING consented to withdraw his motion of 
postponement, for the purpose indicated by the 
Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. LINN suggested the propriety of excepting 
literary institutions and universities which had al. 
ready received copies. 

Mr. WOODBURY then submitted his amend 
ment. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved a modification of that 
portion of the resolution which proposed the dis. 
tribution to “members of Congress,” by leaving 
ont those words, and inserting “to each person en- 
titled to the use of the library of Congress.” 

Mr. WALKER ihought the resolution ought to 
be recommitted to the Committee 6n the Library. 
He made a motion to that effect, but it did not 
prevail. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Tappan’s 
amendment, and it was adopted—ayes 18, noes 11. 

Mr. KING moved an amendment, “excepting 
members of Congress.” 

This was decided in*the negative—ayes 12, 
noes 18. , 

Mr. WOODBURY explzined that he could not 
vote for his amendment as amended. 

Mr. EVANS believed many of the colleges bad 
already received copies of the catalogue, and, 
therefore, he thought it would be well to adopt the 
suggestion of the Senator from Missouri,[ Mr, Liny,} 
and except such as had. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said he had that mement 
been informed by the Librarian that such was the 
fact. 

The amendment was accordingly modified, so as 
to except institutions already supplied with copies 
of the catalogue. 

The resolution, asamended, was reported back 
to the Senate; and, on the question, “Shall the 
amendments be ordered to be engrossed, and the 
joint resolution read a third time?” 

Mr. KING ca'led for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and resulted—yeas 20, nays 13,8 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, Conrad, Crais 
Evans, Fulton, Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Sevier. Sim 
mons, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, White, 
Wilcox, and Woodbridge—20. 

NAYS—Messrs Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, Bender 
son, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, Smith of Connecticul, 
Walker, Williams, and Woodbury—13, 

So the amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the joint resolution to be read a third ime. 


QUINTUPLE TREATY. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolt 
tion, which, under the rules, lies one day on 
table, viz: 


Resolved, That, in addition to copies of all the correspond 
ence with and from all our ministers abroad in relation to the 
gona treaty, thé President be requested to communicate © 
the Senate (so far as it may be compatible with the public it 
terest) all such correspondence in relation to the treaty with 
Great Britain. 
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The following bills, which had been ordered to be 
rossed heretofore, were taken up, read the third 
time, and passed, viz: a 

The bill for the relief of J. R. Vienne, of Lou- 
jsiana; ; bs 

The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Ark- 
ansas, who lost their improvements in consequence 
of the treaty between the United States and the 
Choctaw Indians; 

Toe bill allowing drawback upon foreign mer- 
chandise exported in the original packages to Chi- 
puahua and Santa Fe, in Mexico; 

The bill to authorize the Secreary of ‘he Treas- 
ury tomake an arrangement or compromise with 
any of the sureties on the bonds given to the United 
States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the 
castoms for the port of New York; 

The bi!l for the relief of Stalker and Hill; and 

The bill for the relief of Ephraim B. Dixon. 

Mr. CONRAD submitted the following resolu- 
ion; which, there being no objection, was then 
considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury make report 
to the Senate what proportion of the public lands in the State 
of Louisiana have been returned as not worth the cost of sur- 
vey; and also, if practicable, to cause to be prepared and trans- 
mitted to the Senate a plan or diagram of such lands, showing 
the situation and character thereof. 

The bill allowing compensation to pension 
agents came up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. BATES explained that ‘he bill allowed pen- 
sion agents 2 per cent. upon all disbursements, 
subject to the discretion of the S cretary of War; 
but in no case were such agents to be allowed more 
than $1,000 per annum, whatsoever the amount of 
money disbursed by them 


Mr. BENTON was oppored to the system of al- 
lowing percentages on disbursements, and remark- 
ed that ithad been abandoned heretofore by Con- 
gress, in consequence of the great abuses which 
grewup underit. I: was wrong in princip'e, be- 
cause itcaused a conflict of interests between the 
agent and the United S:ates. It made it the inter- 
est of the agent to increase the disbursements, 
while it was the interest of the United Srates that 
they shoald be diminished. 

Messts. BATES, KING, PHELPS, and SE. 
VIER maintained that u! was indispensably neces- 
sary, and just and proper, that some compensation 
should be made those agents for the duties they 
performed for the Government; and, unless it was 
done, it would be impossible to get persons to take 
ailthe responsibility of di-barsing large sums of 
money attheirown risk. ‘Taey pointed ont the 
danger of the old mode of compensating agents; 
that was, by allowing them to make use of the 
money (which was deposited in their hands some 
monihs in advance of the time of payment to the 
pensioners) in speculating purposes, before its dis- 
barsement; and showed that the alternatives were 
either to contiaue this mode, with its dangers; to 
give a percentage on the sum disbursed, or a fired 
salary; or to be left without agents at all. Agents 
were indispensably necessary; and they preferred to 
allow a percentage on disbursements, under the 
guards in the bill, because it was the mest eco- 
nomical and just mode—the agent being compen- 
sated only in proportion no his disbursements, which 
compensation could in no case exceed $1,000. 

After a few remarks by Mr. BENTON in reply, 
and there being no proposiiion to amend the bill, 
it was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill to continue the office of Commissioner 


of Pensions was then taken up, as in committee of 
the whole. 


Mr. ARCHER moved to amend the bill, by re- 
lnstating the salary of the Commissioner to what 
was two years ago, ($3,000;) stating, at the 
Same time, that it was done without any solicita- 
tion on the part of the Commissioner, whom he 

hever conversed with; though he had been in- 
formed that he was a valuable officer. 


Mr. BATES remarked that it was nothing more 

than just that the salary of the Commissioner 

ald be reinstated to what it was formerly. 

ugh no application had been made by that offi- 

cer to the Committee on Pensions to have that ob- 
tet effected, he would be pleased to see it done, 
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Mr. SEVIER would acquiesce in the amendment, 
if the Senate thought proper to adopt it; bathe 
thought, as the duties of that officer were dimin- 
ishing yearly, and as the present was the time to 
economize, it might not be preper to hazard the 
passage of the bill by such an amendment. 

The question was put on the amendment, and 
it was disagreed to, 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of the Steamboat Com- 
pany of Nantucket was then considered as in 
committee of the whele; and, there being no mo- 
tion to amend, it was reported to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engr« ssed for a third reading 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, December 29, 1842. 


Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland observed thata 
select committee was appointed yesterday, to in- 
quire into the propriety of carrying the meil round 
the coast by sieamers; and he begged leave to offer 
an additional resolution, to inquire into thy ex- 
pediency of employing the sauwe vessels for the 
inspection of the light-hofses on the coast. 

Mr. K. then submitied the following; which was 
considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the select committee appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of contracting with private companies or 
others for the transportation of the mail in steamers along the 
coast, and for other purposes, be also instructed to inquire and 
repor! as to the expediency of employing such steamers, under 
the direction of the proper department, in visiting and inspect- 
ing light-houses upon the several! coasts of the United States, 
and of performing such duties in reference thereto as may be 


found conducive to the preservation and effective use of the 
same. 


ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

Mr. JAMES COOPER asked leave to present 
the petition of a large number of cilizens of Adams 
county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to adopt 
some measvre which will give the States sucha 
poriion of the proceeds of the seles of the public 
lands, in the shape of stocks of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, as will enable them to pay their debts, 
&e. He was not going (Mr. C. said) to troub!e the 
House with any remarks on (the subject of this 
petition, further than to say that he was in favor 
of its objects. He would prefer the sending it to 
a select committee; and if the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Wm. Cost Jonnson,] who had 
heretofore presented petitions with the same object 
in view, and bad aiso given notice cf his inten- 
tion to introduce a bill on the subject, would now 
move for the appvintmentof such a committee, 
he would not move a reference to che of the 
standing commiltees. He would be glad to see 
this question brought fully before the people; for he 
was sure that it would sooner cr later commend 
itself to their attention, as the best measure of re- 
lief from the embarrassments brought on them by 
an inflated currency, as well as by a mal-administra- 
tion of the General Government. 


Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON said that he would 
avail himself of the occasion to make a motion 
that would save a greatdeal of the time of the 
House, He had here’ofore given notice of his in- 
tention to introduce a bill on this subject; and if the 
House would now agree to the appointment ofa 
select commitice to take charge of that bill, and 
the petition now presented, together with all simi- 
lar petitions, it would obviate the necessity of his 
making several speeches and several motions, which 
he shonld otherwise be obliged todo. Mr. J. then 
moved for the appointment of a select commit 
tee. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the mo- 
tion and petition on the table. 

Before taking the question, 

Mr. WM. C. JOHNSON presented a petition 
on the same subject, signed by a number of the 
citizens of the Siate of Maryland, together with 
a letter from one of its sgners, explaining its ob- 
jects and bespeaking his favorable consideration; 
which were read. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cave 
Jonnson’s motion to lay the whole subj-ct on the 
table; which motion was lost. 


i 


Tee question recurring on Mr. Wo. Cost Jonn- 
son’s motion for the appointment of a select com- 
mittee, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays, but they were not ordered; and 

On txking the question, it was carried—-ayes 76 
noes 69 

So the select committee was ordered. 

Mr. STEENROD, in pursuance of notice given 
yesterday, on leave, introduced a bill to amend the 
act establishing the district court of the United 
States at Wheeling, Va.; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr CUSHING, 

The report of the commissioners appointed for 
the exploration and survey of the Northeastern 
boundary was crdered to be printed. 


GENERAL JACKSON'S FINE. 


Mr. PICKENS presented certain resolutions of 
the Legisloture of South Carolina, instructing their 
Senators, and requesting their members, to aid the 
passage of a law to refund to General Jackson the 
fine imposed apon him by Judge Hall, of New 
Orleans, n 1815; and he moved that it might be 
printed, and have the same direction as the resolu- 
tions presented by the genileman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Wise ] 

The motion was agreed to, and the resolutions 
Were committed to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, having in charge a bill 
on that subject. i 

Mr. P. also presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of South Carolina, asking Congress to re- 
fund the fine in.posed on Dr. Cooper, for libel 
against the United States, under the alien and se- 
dition law; and, on his motion, the resolution was 
referred to the Judiciary Committee, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. EVERETT presented certaia resolutions of 
the Legislature of Vermont, asking the repeal of 
the bankrupt law. 

The resolutions were ordered to be printed, and 
laid on the table. 

Mr. EVERETT also presented resolutions of 
the Legislature of Vermont, in relation to the con- 
tinnance of pensions to certsin widows, 

The resolutions were ordered to be laid on the 
table. 

THE DISTRICT SYSTEM OF ELECTION. 


Mr. EVERETT presented a memorial, signed 
by 57 members of the Legislature of New Hamp- 
shire, praying Congress to divide that Svate into 
four districts for the election of members of Con- 
greas; and, in doing so, be would state that the Le- 
gislature of New Hampshire had refused to lay it 
off into districts. He coneluded by moving that it 
be referred to the Commitee of Elections, and 
that it be printed. 

Mr: ATHERTON inquired if it was in order 
to say a word or two on that subject? 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order if 
objections were made. 

Mr. STANLY objected. 

Mr. ATHERTON said he merely wished to 
make one or two remarks in relation to that peti- 
tion; and he observed that the gentleman from 
Vermont had made some remarks on its introduc- 
tion. 

Mr. EVERETT said, if the gentleman from 
New Hampshire wished to debate the petition, it 
must go over. 


Mr. ATHERTON said he merely wished to say 
a very jew words; and he should offer no objection 
to the gentleman from Vermont making just such 
disposition of the memorial as he should chocse. 
(Cries of “Go on.”] The memorial purports to be 
signed by fifty-seven members of the Legislature 
of New Hampshire, and requests Congress to dis- 
trict that State for the choice of members of Corn- 
gress. LItseemed to him to carry within itself its 
own answer. It bears on its face the strongest ar- 
gument (aside from any constitutional objections) 
why its prayer should not be granted. He suap- 
posed the object of the presentation of petitions and 
memorials was to indicate to Congress the will of 
the peopie. Now, this memorial states expressly 
that the opinion of those representing a majority of 
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the people of New Hampzchire is adverse to district- 
ing the State, at present, for the choice of members 
of Congress. I is signed by fifty-seven members 
of the Legislature) The House of Representatives 
of New Hampshire is composed of about two 
hundred and forty members, and the Senate of 
twelve members. Here, then, are one-fourth of 
the members of the Legislature of N. Hampshire— 
and thus, it is fair to infer, representing one fourth 
(or, at best, only a very smal minority) of the peo- 
ple of New Hampshire—comirg here, and, by this 
memorial, requesting the Federal Government to 
interfere and put down the will of a large and 
overwhelming majority of the people of the State. 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the memorial be 
read. That having been done, he moved that it 
be referred to the Committee of Elections, and that 
it be printed. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL moved 
the table. 

‘That motion was negatived; and on the motion 
of Mr. Evererr, the memoria! was referred to the 
Committee of Elections, and it was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HOPKINS called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland obtained per- 
mission to present a, memorial from certain insu- 
rance companies of the city of Baltimore, praying 
Congress to remove the obstructions of the Ohio 
and Mississippi rivers; which was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The SPEAKER then, called for reports from 
committees 

Mr. FERRIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, made a report, accompanied by a bill, to test 
the practicability of e-tablishing a system of elec- 
tro-magnetic telegraphs in the United States. 
The bill was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

On the mouon of Mr. KENNEDY of Mary- 
land, five thousand extra copies of the accompa- 
nying report were ordered to be printed. 

Leave was given to withdraw various papers 
and petitions. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made a report in the case of David All- 
spach, accompanied by a bill for his relief. The 
bill was read twice, and re‘erred to the Committee 
of the Whole House. 


JOINT RESOLUTION. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported the following joint resolu- 
tion; which was adopted: 

Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House be, and they 
are hereby, instructed to furnish to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office the original reports from the several land 
offices in the State of Lonisiana, made nnder the provisions of 


that it be laid on 


anactentitied “An act for the final adjustment of claima to || 


land in the State of Louisiana,” approved February 6, 1835, 
also, the title-papers and evidence re ating to claimsin said re 
porte, confirmed by an act entitled “An act confirming certain 
land claims in Louisiana,” approved July 6, 1842: Provided, 
That claimanta shall be entitled to withdraw the original title- 
papers, after fair coptes shall have been taken by the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. 


Mr GIDDINGS, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of James E 
othera; and 

A bill for the relief of Conrad House; 
which were read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on 
Miiitary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Boyd Reilly: read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN MAINE. 


The engrossed bill ‘*to change the time of hold- 
ing the circuit and district courts for the district of 
Maine,” came up on its third reading. 


Mr. B. RANDALL, after a few remarks in op- 
position to the bill, moved to recommit it to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with instructicns to 
inguire into the expediency of striking out the first 
section. He stated that he would be willing to 
abide by the dec’sion of the committee, 

Mr. FESSENDEN opposed the motion, and ex- 
plained the objec:s of the bill. He complained of 
the danger in which the bill would be placed by 
the proposed delay of action upon il. 


Hunt and 


Mr. RANDALL briefly rejoined. 
Tee House refused to recommit the bill. 
It was then read a third time, and passed. 


BILLS FROM THE SENATE. 


The following bills from the Senate were read a 
first and second time, and referred: 

An act authorizing the relinquishment of the six 
teenth sections, granted for the use of schools, and 
the entry of other Jands in lieu thereof: referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

An act in relation to donations of land to certain 
persons in the State of Arkansas: referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands 

An act to repea! certain parts of the act of Con 
gress, approved August 3], 1842, entitled “An act 
to establish ceriain post-roads:” referred to the 
Commitiee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

A resolution to establish an additional joint rule 
in relation to the presentation of claims or peti- 
tions: referred to the Committee of Claims. 


LATE CONSUL AT TANGIER. 


Mr. McKEON offered the following resolution; 
which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to communicate to this House (if, in his opinion, it be not in- 
compatible with the public interest) copies of correspondence 
between the late Consul Gene®al of the United States at Tan- 
gier, and the Government of Morocco. 


SECOND REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS. 


Mr. CROSS (in accordance with notice given 
a few days since) introduced a bill to repeal so 
much of the actof the 23d August, 1842, as re- 
quires the 21 regiment of dragoons to be converted 
into a regiment of riflemen after the 4th of March 
next. 

The bill was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


MEMORIAL OF COLONEL BROOKS. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rese to present a me- 
morial from Colonel Brooks, of the District of Co- 
lumbia, complaining of injustice done him in a re- 
port of the Committee on Indian Affairs at the last 
session. Mr. 1 stated that the author of the me- 
morial was unknown to him, and i! was immate- 
rial to himself what reference was given it. After 
some further remarks, 


Mr. STANLY moved that the memorial be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. JAMES COOPER rose, and entered into an 
explanation of the transaction complained of in 
the memorial. He was proceeding to make stric- 
iures upon it, when 

Mr. BOWNE asked if the debate was in order. 

The SPEAKER said, only by general consent. 

Mr. WISE objected. 

Mr. READ called for the orders of the day. 

The question wa: then taken, and the memo- 
rial was laid on the table. 

Mr. WISE observed that be attempted the cay 
befure yesterday to get the floor, before the genilc- 
man fom Indiana, with the view not to enter at all 
into this debate, but to move the previous ques- 
tion. The position of the question, as it was now 
piesented, with the various amendments to the bill 
for the repeal of the bankrupt law, was such, that 
the issue would come up before the House precise- 
ly as be desired it to come upon the amendmeat of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts ; being that the 
repeal should take effect at the time of the passage 
of the act, and not to affect preceedings that have 
been commenced, and are not yet concluded. 


He could not see that the question now at issue 
had any connexion with the repeal of the bank- 
rupt law. He could not see that anything that 
had been said by his friend from Massachusetts re- 
quired any particular reply; and, especially, he 
could not have expected to hear such reply from 
the quarter thatit came from. He was ready to 
vote at once for the repeal of the bankrupt law ; 
but the moment that ke heard the remarks of the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Taompson,] he was 
compelled to fall into this debate, and to follow its 
letter and spirit ; and all that he regretted now was, 
that he had not two hours instead of one, 'o say all 
that he had to say, and to endeavor to express what 
he felt (and he felt more that he could express) on 
the topics presented by that gentleman. 

Calmly and coolly discussing this question, his 


first object would be to place his friend and eq), 
league of the corporal’s guard right, and ip bis 
true position; and to remove the gross id} ost 
that had been done him by the gentleman trom In. 
diana. What did the gentleman say of his frieng 
from Massachusetts? He would repeat it; and by 
would now remark, that he doubted not but that 
the gentleman, after having slept a night on his m, 
marks, was regretting what he bad said before i; 
hour of the day. From various places throughon, 
the report of the gentleman's remarks, which was 
exceedingly correct, he selected two passages as 
sample of the injustice that hed been done his 
friend from Massachasetts. Mr. W. then read thy 
following ex'racts: 
_ “Mr. T. recollected that, during the Administrationjof the diy 
tinguished and venerable gentleman from Massachu 
ADAMS.) there arose in this country a party who, ong im 
suspicion” — 
and he might have added (Mr. W.said) a dam, 
ing suspicion, that remains to this day, and will p. 
main, whether it be false or true, upon that Ad 
ministration, and all connected with it, forever, 
Mr. W. continued readirg: 
“a suspicion which exploded on the examination of the 
that there was what was called bargain, intrigue, and 
tion between that distinguished and venerable gentleman ap 
another high functionary of the Government—that there aroges 
party who, for numbers, intellect, and moral and politicy 
power, had been unequalled in the history of the country,” 
The gent'eman might have added, (said Mr, 
W..,) that the very elements of that party, which 
have been scattered since the Administration of 
General Jackson, remain, and entered into th 
composition of both the parties now existing in the 
country. He would not(Mr. W. said) commen 
on the results that followed from the overlooking 
of that fact. He would read further : 


“All this opposition to that Administration was the result of 
a bare suspicion of corruption, bargain, or sale; and et, no 
withstanding that event was fresh inthe memory of the cour 
try, and of every man in public life who was not a mere tyroin 
politics, they here saw the time come, in this era of boasted 
republican liberty, when an American Representative, repre 
senting an old Revolutionary State, one of the original thirteen— 
descending himself from a line of ilinstrious Revolutionary an. 
cestry—was found coming into this hall, as a representative 
of the Administration’ — 

An: he would say that this wes the first time 
he ever heard of a man’s coming there as the rep. 
reventative of the Administration—a new charac 
ter of a representative, he must acknowledge. 
“and boldly, openly, shamelessly offering the spoils of office 
tothe highest bidder.” 

And then the gentleman (he would not say he 
ought to have been an auctioneer, for he showed 
that he could imitate one very well.) went through 
all the scenes of a sale, ard asked [reading:] 


“Who bids? I can’t dwell. Were is a self-evident fact in the 
Constitution. Who bids? Going, going, going. Can’t I 
a bid? Will nobody bid? Gentlemen, the article must 
sold. Start it, start it, for God’s sake, for something.” 


The gentleman might have added, these “herd 
times; and the reporter interlarded ‘shouts of 
laughter.” 


Well, sir, what said another gentleman?—be 
meant the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Ev 
RETT.] That gentleman said that he “could nol 
see the slightest necessity for such a speech in tt 
ply to the gentleman from Tennessee. On the cot- 
trary, it had appeared to Mr. E. to be a prepared 
speech—a studied speech, got in readiness before 
hand, all ready to be brought out upon the firs 
occasion that should present itself. Nor should be, 
indeed, subject himself to any great charge of ut 
charitableness, if he rhould suggest that it wast 
Cabinet speech, prepared upon advice, and 0 
by anthority.” 

This was the report of the reporter; his report 
was that “it was a semi-official and Cabintl 
speech.” 

Sir, (said Mr. W.,) you and I, and all the get 
tlemen here present ye:‘erday—and he presume 
all who were present the day before yesterda 
heard what was said by the gentleman from 
sachusetts. There were more than two hundred 


witnesses of all parties who heard the remarks® 
his friend ma’e on that occasion. 

Now, what did he say? Some things be. 
written down, and were precisely in substance 
that ’ny man could make of them, and all that 
acutest ingenuity could infer from all be said 
that occasion. First, in reply to a speech of| 
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